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INTRODUCTION 


H eres the ground floor. These are the early stories showing Concrete’s very 

secret origin, and very public impact upon emerging into the world. 
They represent the best I could do in playing out, rationally (if not entirely 
soberly), what might really happen to someone whose life was so changed. 


At the time, this approach was quirky—even radical—in comics. І was asked whom 
he would fight, what super-foes? How else could there be conflict? And the aliens— 
they just /eave? No revenge, no final obliteration of the enemy? 


Nope. Just one hapless rock-coated fellow, enduring the consequences of my asking 
the question: what would I do in his shoes? 


That many of these stories involve going underground and undersea often enough 
to justify the title for this collection speaks to a continuing bane to Concrete’s 
existence: gravity. 


Anthony Greenbank' brilliant how-to, The Book of Survival, is organized around 
extremes. Chapter titles were “Too Lonely, Too Crowded, Too Hot," etc. Concrete 
would do well to reread the chapter *Too Low." 


Lifes that way when you weigh 1200 lbs. You sink. You fall. Things break and 
bury you. 


I'm drawn to survival stories, which I guess is why I write and draw so many of 
them. The question, *What would I do?" intrigues me. That I am a personality 
more given to ambivalence than action is probably part of it. Touching this danger 
safely, mentally, is a way to quicken the blood without actually experiencing the 
horror and despair of mortal fear. 


Safety, and the desire for it, is at the root of making a rock-coated man the vehicle 
for my fantasies. How lovely to be so hard to hurt. But someone who never 
experiences danger and trouble can't generate much of а story. So I find ways, and 
Concrete suffers. 


Not all his challenges are mortal. Concrete craves acceptance, barred as he is from 
normal human warmth by his freakish body. So the criticism he receives in “A 
Stone Among Stones" and the awkward social interactions in “The TransAtlantic 
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Swim,” “Water God,” and “Sympathy from a Devil” are especially stinging. 
So is his ineptitude at caving, showcased in “Orange Glow.” In fact, I see Concrete's 
existence as one of sustained low-level embarrassment, punctuated by episodes 
of acute humiliation. How this relates to my life I prefer to leave unexplored. 


The very first Concrete story, “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous,” takes place at 
a party. Everyone knows parties are agony, socially. How better to introduce a 
character for whom abashment is lifes main dish? 


Concrete’s origin is a story І keep returning to. The silent, full-page panels in this 
printing are from a fix-up for a one-shot republication, A New Life. І tried again 
in two (unproduced) screenplays and in a longer comics treatment, Strange Armor. 
I'm working through a novelized version now. I hope someday to get it right. 


This version, whatever its deficiencies, has the virtue of springing fresh from my 
brow, like the sweat of a fever dream. What I find interesting now is how many 
"throwaways" these stories have—visual ideas, gags, “bits’—that аге inessential to 
the plot. They're simply things I wanted to do. I tend to be more disciplined, now, 
in this regard. But I wonder if that's entirely a virtue. Those throwaways are really 
pretty fun, rather like searching for the hidden animals in a children's magazine 
puzzle picture. Every page promises a new “bird” or “squirrel”. . . or a moon that 
echoes Concrete’s bullet-cratered head, or a sculpture of а backstabber in the 
mansion of a betraying rock star. 


In the early days I made lists, independent of plots, of shots I wanted to do, 
potential gags, and “moments.” I fit them in when I could. 


I have always been enamored of film directors with a gift for shot design for its 
own sake: Nicholas Roeg, Terrence Malick, Carroll Ballard (as well as Stephen 
Spielberg, though his skill at shot design is always welded to a sprightly sense of 
storytelling). Some of their shots are echoed here. Comics master Jim Steranko 
gave me a taste for lots of little panels. Such were the seeds of my aesthetic. 


Although chronologically clustered, as far as Concrete Ше goes, these stories 
range from 1986 to 2000. My artwork has evolved, though perhaps less than I'd 
like. “Vagabond” is an autobiographical vignette from the anthology Streetwise. 
This “road” strip is perhaps not in keeping with the title theme, but accommodating 
it with the tide “Depths and Widths” would be inflicting a tongue-twister on the 
bookselling world (try it). 
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“А STONE 


ENT LARRY MUNRO 
AMONG DOLLARS. BUT 
STONES " FILLING A PREAM. HE IS 


YOU'LL LIKE 
THIS PLACE, 
ALICE. 
HEALTHY FOOD 
AND QUIET. 

I WORK THERE 
ON THE 
NOVEL ۸ 
WRITING. 


wow! 
WHAT'S IT 
ABOUT? 


HERE'S THIS 
HE'S REALLY 
о, OKAY? 


ALICE, MY OLD 
OMMATE 


OKAY, RIGHT. WELL, O 


Е 
COURSE, 1,0 GIVE IT TO YOU, 
BUT I DON'T HAVE A CENT 
ON ME. HOW ABOUT IF WE 

^ MEET TOMORROW, OKAY? 


BUT LARRY, HOW 
WERE YOU GOING TO 
PAY FOR LUNCH? 
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№ IS THIS _ 
FATE, OR | 
WHAT? 


= | 
< کے ? 


ШШ [гу 
کطظک که‎ 


Шар? 
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IT'S 
YEAH. 1 JUST UNFORTUNATE 
CAN'T BUY THIS ...1 SUPPOSE YOU PUBLICATION 
GY ca we 1128 THE WAS THE FIRST 
TO ری‎ МЕ TO ADVANCE 
THE ТНЕОКУ... 


-ON 
“TALKALOT” 


Ж DAMN IT. 
T wAS 


BORING! 


ше 


„А YES... АМР SOMEBODY WILL 


FIGURE OUT THE TEUTH 
REEN. 


ENQUIRER > 
LENDING THEIR 
LACK OF 
CREDIBILITY TO 

THE ALIEN 


THEY'RE 

CLOSER 
THAN THEY 

KNOW. 


I REMEMBER WHEN I FIRST INTER- 
VIEWED WITH SENATOR POUGLAS... 


I WAS IN SUCH 
е 


AND SIMPLE IN 
HIS PRESENCE. 


STILL, НЕ 22/2? HIRE МЕ AS 
A SPEECHWRITER. GOD, IT 
SEEMS LONG AGO! 


ШЇ, 
"n 
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REMEMBER, УОС/ 
E ONE 


GO PUBLIC... 


STILL, 1 WONDER IF THIS 

LAME CYBORG STORY WILL 

HOLD. THERE‘RE PLENTY 
OF DOUBTERS. 


HAVE А SEAT. MEET DR. MAUREEN HE WKITER, NOR THE 
VONNEGUT, FOR WHOM I'M AN HYSICIST. PLEASED TO 
ONGOING RESEARCH PROJECT. ET YOU, THOUGH. 


--- AND EARN МУ WAY 
BY WRITING ABOUT 
Ti I WAS А 


THIS BODY IS AN Є w ٢ 
о UNITY, цал. wr A CONDITION. 


TOO, THOUGH. 


вом? MARK DOUGLAS. Yes, 

SOMETHING'S COME UP, SENATOR. 

AND I COULD USE YOUR I'D ВЕ 
HELP. HONORED! 


\ 
YOU'RE 

WELCOME, 

SENATOR! 


15 


WHAT DO YOU 


MEAN? CIEN "T 


PE‏ دا 


---РОЕЗ THE RUBBER LAID DOWN 

iN A SKID COMPENSATE--IN ROAD 

PROTECTION--FOR THE INITIAL 
іт WEAR OF THE SKID? 


جس 
س 


I'D IMAGINE IT WOULD 
MORE THAN COMPENSATE. 
YOU'D HAVE TO TEST IT, 

THOUGH. 


LAU 
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HERE'S WHAT I WANT YOU TO РО, LARRY. TAKE 
PICTURES OF AL 

WHATEVER YOU CA F ME. ALSO, MAKE A 
CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS, AND GET THE SPELLING 


OF EVERYONE'S NAMES. 
% 


I HAVEN'T REALLY 
HAD THIS BODY LONG 
ENOUGH TO KNOW 

ITS FULL CAPABIL- 

ITIES. 


E 
BADLY. 


МЕ MORE THING, SEE THAT CAR 
L OF 


МОЕЕЕЦ DOWN ТНЕКЕ? 
VE FABULOUS THE LICENS 
ом. ۷۰۸. 
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Lovee TRE SENATOR PROM 
KENTUCKY... № KENTUCKY GREETING CONCRETE. 


MA 1 


HERE ARE 
YOU HURT, 


B MAUREEN? / ж 


НІ, EVERYBODY. 4۸۶ Е IN THE MIPST OF 
LARRY МОМЕО,.. А EGOTIATIONS 
NOVELIST COLLABOR- МТ SAY. 
ATING WITH CONCRETE 
ON AN ACCOUNT OF 
THE RESCUE. 


с: 
FEELINO, WITH 
MAUREEN IN HIS ARMS- 
27 


GIVE UP 
T AS LARRY 


HE PRESS. 


ЭТ BE WHATEVER 
OR MY С/ дните MY 
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СЭМ 


S STUFF BACK, 
GOING TO BE 
MESSY. 


“5 WHAT 1 THOUGHT 
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STOP PERIODICALLY 
FOR THÉM. 


А NOVELIST, 
REALLY? 


FRANKLY. 


FURTHER COLL 
LITTLE HOPE, 


Он AND ом 
CONCRETE 


YEAH, CON 
ANO I ARE 
PRETTY TIGHT. 
INTERESTING 
KIND OF 
MAN, À WRITER? 
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Ir IS А WONDERFUL 
TRIUMPH. THE 
PRESS EATS IT UP. 
JOYFUL CHAOS 
ENSUES. 


w Же 


CONCRETE, LE 
JUST CONGRATULATE 
YOU ON А 


SHOWING... 


22 


У] 
u 
۵ 
0 
< 
г 


23 


HELD ON...“ NO; 
ит HOPED LIFE | 
HELD ON...” 


PIG 


5 UP. ON 


OKAY. LET'S 


WRAP THI 


ЯДУУ, 
SM 
К 


THERE'S 


THERE GOES 


BUT I'VE 
GOT TO GET 
ТО A 


LO 
1 


ЕР... HAVE 
SACRIFICED 

RON.-.-THE 

Aree s 


EST 
THING TO A VOo 
SON I'VE o 
EVER HAD... 
FOR А 
POLITICAL 
FAVOR TOA 
NINCOMPOOP 
1 CAN'T 


EVEN 
STAND? 
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LARRY WRITES 


جج 


А (ife +o powder — certainly one of 
the most remarkable lives ever to be 
onthe planet, euding in а silent 
tumble of crushing rock... 


read license plates 

at а thousaud feet, 

А пош pressed against 
/Х| black rock surfaces... 
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THEY 
JUST LEFT-- 
OR GED, I 
SUPPOSE... 
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--AT THE LINDQUIST 


IN WHAT HAS BEEN 
ONLY THE LATEST OF 
OUR ESTEEMED 
SENIOR SENATOR 
FROM KENTUCKY'S 
POLITICAL GRAND- 
STANDS, NINE 
DEAD MINERS 
ARE TO PAY... 
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EDITORIAL. 


(“ТО REPLACE X 
PROFESSIONAL 
RESCUE WORKERS. 

۷ NOWS 


DOUGLAS!? YOU'VE 
RUNER МЕ А4 


ЕЕ боор 
DAYS AND THERE 


SORRY 
DAYS... 


IF I 
SURVIVE THIS! 


U 7 
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WHY DON'T YOU GET SOME 
мк. MUNRO? EVEN 
0 


D 


© ALTA PSY 


٩ HEY, мк. 
| ЕТКАРЕЕУ! |= 
: <7 
نا‎ 
Р ات‎ 


A LITTLE ROOM TO MANEUVER, 
H, AND SENSED I WAS NEAR THE 
F THE FIRST CAVE-IN’S RUBBLE. 
FORWARD, NOT BACK... 


CuT OFF 
THAT INN 
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MAUREEN‘S 
NOT HERE; 


... SENATOR DOUGLAS 
WANTS А WORP. 


SNC 


GOODBYES 
ARE SAID. 
AND THE 


THERE'S 


SUNRISE... 


LET'S HAVE SOME WE DID SAVE 7WO LIVES, THE ONLY TWO WE له‎ 
PERSPECTIVE SANE. IT WAS WORTH IT, PUBLIC RELATIONS ВЕ 
HERE... DAMNED. 


wE'VE GOT 
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Cote | 
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227 РАММ! THERE THEY 
ТО GO--AND I WAS 
/ VX SCEEPINGI с, 

© 


7 
ДО 


RE'5 MORE 
ОКУ... 


IT'S TIME WE 
TACKLED THE MAIL 
т бОТ FROM BEING 
ON THE CARSON 
SHOW, LARRY. 


STORY AND ART 
1986 
PAUL CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
BILL SPICER 


S YOU CAN 


COME OVER 

HERE AND 
WE'LL GO 

THROUGH A 
FISTFUL. 


OKAY. “DEAR CONCRETE— 
IN YOUR с T 
TELEVISION АРРЕАКАМСЕ 
YOU SOLICITED IDEAS 


FOR WHAT YOU MIGHT РО 
WITH YOUR NEW BODY...” 


"FOR ONE THING, YOU ARE ALMOST 
PERFECTLY SUITED FOR PASSIVE 
RESISTANCE. ТЭРЭ e 


МАМ І L 

POSITION TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN 
THIS WORLD. ^ 


ки А 
MOVED’. CONSIDER: YOU 
REALLY СОСЕМ: BE!" 


F 
SOCIAL JUSTICE..." 


“DEAR 


START А FILE CONCRETE: 
CALLED “HAS IAM SO 
POSSIBILITIES”, HOT FOR 
AND PUT МК. YOU... 
DOMINGUEZ WANT YOUR 
IN IT. нот..." 


HEN 1 GO TO 0 т NS 
WAY НЕ GETS MAD AND HITS MY 


FATHER AND BEATS ME WORSE.“ ټک‎ 


N 
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WONDER WHAT SHE WANTS 
KNOCK SOME SENSE INTO HIM 


CETTE "crc ووس‎ 
FROM ALL I'VE HEARD IT'S 


TOUGH TO REFORM A WIEE- 
ВЕАТЕК- ALL YOU CAN ٥ 
IS ESCAPE HIM. 


SHELTERS ARE 
IN HER AREA? 
THERE'S A 


I THINK THAT'S THE BEST 
WE CAN ГО, SHORT OF 
SENDING GETAWAY MONEY-- 
AND I'M NOT READY FOR 
THAT. NEXT? 


“DEAR CONCRETE: I NOTICED WATCHING YOU LAST NIGHT THE 
ATTENTIVENESS OF MY DOG, ROO. HE PERKED RIGHT ЦР. Т НАР A 
SUDDEN INSIGHT: YOU AND HE ARE BROTHER SPIRITS OF THE 

FIRE-MOON WORLG. YOU SHALL BE PARTNERS ІМ TRANCEN-,, 
DENCE FOR THE COMING OF THE HANG, THE GREAT GRAY HAND -- 


TILE NUTS. 
КЕМООМ IN 
ONE. 


...1 THINK WE'RE READING THIS RIGHT. 
SHE'LL PAY МЕ A COOL FIFTEEN HUNDRED 
TO MINGLE WITH A BUNCH OF RICH FARTY 
GUESTS FOR A COUPLE OF HOURS! SOUNDS 
TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE! 


BUT IT'S NICE | 
STATIONERY AND A 
WEST L.A. ADDRESS, THIS 
RIGHT BY SATURDAY. 


BEVERLY HILLS. 
= 


.JUST DIVINE 


[Амр Р"ГЭ727, 


TO 
THERE. AN ASSURED 
“А” PARTY, DEAR! 


YES, INDEEDY. THURSDAY'S 


LARRY. I MUST 
LAB REPORT CAME IN SHOWING LET THE DOCTOR 


SAP MY 
PRECIOUS BODILY 
FLUIDS... 


WONDERFUL. 


A 
FEATURES... 


ЧЕ | 
---WITH YOU 
LOVING EVERY 
MINUTE OF IT! 


THE DAYS 
А55- 


PASS 
1 و‎ 
[4 EEN 


با 
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| ы; i 
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THE РАРЛУ Т ANKE: 


THIS ISN'T GUITE FR 


AFFORD МУ 
SERVICES? 


SHAMELESS, 
I ADMIT. 


ум 
THE KIDS! 


SO 1 HOPE 
You LL BE А 
GOOD SPORT 

ABOUT 
THIS... 


CAN PAY YOU 


THE FOOD! 


TO SPRAY THE 
S EYE...OR TO 
— 


ETEISA 
TH 
NCE. 


uA 


و 
man ж‏ 
Ж *‏ == 


ты”. 
WWW 


FINALLY... 


ОН, CONCRETE! 


سے 
ІТ CERTAINLY‏ 
WAS. I'LL NEVER‏ ۱ 
у AP FORGET IT.‏ 


42 


YN (WIE > ` (CONCRETE, 
: Зэв wHo 
à DESIGNED 
THE 
FLOTATION 


HAVE 
LIKE 
GOVERNMENT- 
BODY, YOU SHOULD 
РАКЕ GREAT 
THINGS. 
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m | 
"BUT ALSO DR. 
MAUREEN 
VONNEGUT-- NO 
RELATION TO THE 


"MY AIDE, 
LARRY 
MUNRO...” — > 


— 
WHAT IN _ ү5^ 


H 
BLOODY--?! АА 


FRIEND, IF SWIMMING 


THE ATLANTIC ISN'T A IN FACT, 
RECORD, I'LL EAT I WILL 
YOUR TAPE RECORDER. ANYWAY. 


I'M TAWNY HILL, 
NATIONAL PUBLIC 
RADIO. 


ж ACTUALLY, /7 WAS LARRY, МАМ 
| EXPANSIVE MOOD LAST /SSUE- 


EN'T TALKED 
AND L'M 


І SEE IT'S WELL WAIT. ONE 
PAST DAWN, МУ || _ LAST 
START-TIME... MA سا‎ 
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... X САМ/Т GO INTO ТНАТ NOW. 


سي 


( ў TIME 
| Allstate да 


па” и ст 
МАТЕ 


=) ETAN ІШ 


МЕ 


в | с = 
Ls 


ےم 


3972 
رھ و 


I JUST HOPE THIS WON'T YOU JOIN 
ME_IN SOME 


HIGH-ENERGY 
NUTRITION REGIMEN HIGH-ENERGY 
WORKS. NUTRITION HERE, 
MY DEAR? 


VERY WELL, I'LL 
TOAST THE СЫ? 


AT DOES SENATOR 
152 
BUT 
ZS HE PROUD_OF ME? 

CO 


са 

OR 15 THIS TOO мис 
OF А егокунешме 
STUNT? 
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YOU TYPE, DON'T YOU? YOU/RE A SECRETARY. 
РЇТУ YOU DON'T HAVE ВЕТТЕЕ LEGS! BUT 
THEN, PERHAPS MR. CONCRETE DIKE THEM. 


МЕРЕ er 
YOU WAN 
ANYTHING? 


WELL, 1 REACHED 

MY PRESENT STATION 
THROUGH 

CAREFUL CAREER 
PLANNING. 


FIRST, I GOT 
MYSELF. EXPELLED 


THAT'S 
PLANNING?” 


IT'S NOT A BA 
JOB, EXCEPT You 
CECASIONALES HAVE 


SARCASM FROM 
FOUR-EYED TWITS.- 


КЕ! \) \ 


So, LARRY--IT^5 LARRY, I PREFER THE 
RIGHT? HOW DID YOU TERM "AIDE"! IF 


HOW DOES ONE BECOM 
66ے 6ج‎ үрэн REPRESENTATIVE, 


FLATTERED Turre 
INTERESTED IN ME, 
MISS VONNEGUT. 


WE'RE 
DIVORCED. 


A پل‎ 


2 
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.BUT I НАР THE FORESIGHT TO BE STEPSON 
TO THE OWNER OF THE LARGEST DISTILLERY 
IN BRITAIN. ITS RECORD BOOK WAS ORIGIN- 

ALLY A PROMOTIONAL ITEM AIMED АТ 
дет че BETS IN PUBS. IT GREW. АБ KEOPEE 
WITH AN EXCESS OF LEISURE AND MO 
BUT AN اتا‎ 6 АТ ЕН OF PERSONAL гле кит, 
ЕРТ MAKING NEW 
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EVERYTHING OKAY LP 
THERE? ---GOOD. LISTEN, 
Î I/D LIKE TO RECORD 
SOME NOTES РОК THE 
ARTICLE. 


MY UNIVERSE 
HAS SHKUNK..- 


AND 
EXPANDED. 


“SOME SKULKING IN 
MY SHAPOW, SOME 
INTERSECTING MY 
PATH ON UNKNOWABLE 
ERRANDS... LEVELS 
OF THEM, FADING AWAY 
INTO بي‎ uE BLUE, 
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мом STER 5 SLIDE 
ALONG | IN THE DEPTH 1 
CANNOT SEE.. 


=: — 
21 — 


بس 
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OF COURSE, NOW THIS‘LL 
IT'LL NEED я ВЕ SIMFLE: 
БОМЕ POLISH я» LARRY... 
WHEN I TYPE 

IT ОР... А 


TOUCH 
FLOWERY... 
С? 


LIGHTS. 
THEY'RE STEADY 
ON THE HORIZON 

WE'RE ON A 
COLLISION COURSE. 
JUST WAKE ME. 


~ 
~ ۱ Б?! 


--- AND AGAIN, МО? I MIGHT GET 


2 ABSOLUTELY ку. ОН 
: TIRED, WHICH 
FORBID IT! WE HAVE DIDN'T HAPPEN IN CIT TEE E А”ЗЕБАТ CAPPER 
TO THIS PUBLICITY 
BLITZ WE/RE 
ORCHESTRATING! 


UN 


YOU GAVE 
QUIT BECAUSE 
WAS 
BORED! 


W ادا‎ 
ЮМ TELL HER? 


и 5 


P | 


EN 
re THAT HELPED М 
ARD BIOLOGY. 


AND THERE'S 
MAUREEN ON 
DECK... 

— 


2 
T 


THE LADS. 
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SORRY! І 


IT'S OKAY, W 
LARRY. 

YOU JUST 

STARTLED 
ME. 


LISTEN, COULD YOU UNREEL 
THE HEADPHONES FOR ٧-22 


г. ABSOLUTELY NO PAIN, WE 
د‎ мо FATIGUE а ВЕ HONEST 


THE PLANKTON, 
THE STARS... 


IT 15 LOVELY, 
ISN'T IT? ۸ 
GOING TO SEND 
OUT A FOOD 
PACK. WILL YOU 
EAT EVERY 
BIT, NOW? 


I WONDER І 


> 


اګ شا 
ма‏ 


5٤18088888857 
اب7‎ ааа 


eo ое ЕЕГ. 


E'EJEIDEICILIFIKIKIKIFIF КЕ. 
ае а 
٧۱٤۱١ ١۱١ ٤١ ٤١ ٤٤١ O الا‎ EE 
۱ 2 
5۱۱۱۱۱ 


ss 


„THEY'RE < 
| 2062/11/57 Юй 


1 


ЭР کے ےک‎ 
І А 


«ААА 


( 


E "f 


GET UP! SHARKS! 
HE'S А GONER! 


FIRST ЦР. 
LEAST BACK 


AT 


I SEEM TO BE 


| 


! 
2 


|: 


2 
Ч 


) 


ТІК 


[ 


I’M GLAD 


OUR ТАРЕ 


FROM THE 
SAME ANGLE. 
HENCE: A 


I GUESS ANYTHING 

CAN CAPSIZE IF 

CONDITIONS ARE 
RIGHT. 


5 
КАХ‏ 
=== : : سم تح 


Ес 


СЕТ OUT THE FOUL 
WEATHER СЕАК 

AND HELP МУ CREW 

BUTTON НЕК UP. 


YOUR FRIEND 
MAY HAVE TO 
COME ІМ, TOO. | 


56 


WHAT 
CAN HAPPEN? 
L COULD 
GET WET? 


L, DOCTOR, TELL HIM L 
^T ORDER HIM IN IF HE 
ANTS TO STAY OUT THERE. 
ЕЛІ. BE RIDING OUT 
STORM HEADING (WTO 
H WAVES MAKING NO HEAD- 
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24 


LARRY, LET'S CHECK ) | YJAM 
ON CONCRETE - ⁄ Z 
SAGE % 
== “= 
| 7 


„ДУ 1 
د‎ МР 


22 
22 v 


WE'RE ALIVE, UNHURT AND TOGETHER. 

IT’S JUST A MATTER ОР WAITING FOR 

A PASSING SHIP, NOW... AND THE 
OCEAN'S FULL OF THEM! 


YES, JUST “--/ GOD, І 
LOOK AT ТНЕМ/ | NEED А 
ALL! DRI 


WE'RE GOING 

GOING TO DIE, 

WE'RE GOING 
TO D 


WOULD 
ANYONE LIKE 

МЕ TO 
TEACH THEM 

HOW TO 
MEDITATE? 


59 


AN ETERNITY 
LATER, THE NEXT 
MORNING... 


LISTEN: IT DOESN'T MATTER IF IT 
CAPSIZED OR NOT; IT CAME CLOSE 
ENOUGH TO DUMP YOU THREE. BUT 
YOU WERE LUCKY IN THREE WAYS... 


YOU CLUNG TOGETHER... 
MAUREEN GRABBED THE 
RAFT... AND JOHN HELD 
ON TO THE HEADSET. 


ووه کو کا 
DOESN'T L‏ 
EE ТО BE „..БОМЕ BISCUITS..-‏ 
ANSWERING. FIRST AID---‏ 

WHAT 


LISTEN: I'VE BEEN INA 
UPLE OF SURVIVAL 


THE NEXT TEN MINUTES- 


۱۹-٧ o‏ پس 
ENTS, AND MEDITATION TURNS OUT TO ВЕ NOT А BAD WAY TO‏ 
WITH ITS DAZED QUALITY OF WELL-BEING. JOHN O. DEUS‏ 
YES AT THIS, BUT AGREES TO AN EXCHANGE OF BACK RUBS‏ 


MAUREEN SPEAKS OF 
MARINE BIOLOGY AND 


LISTEN, I 
THINK I 


HAVE A 
PROBLEM. 
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29 


ЗАВ 


ES 
( 


BECOM 
ІМЕБСТЕР 


SooN 


мие. CAN YO 
HELP ME OFF WITH 
МУ TANK? 
WELL, I SUPPOSE. I'M VE 
FAIR- SKINNED, THOUGH. 
I'LL BURN PRETTY ВАР. 
LOOK АТ МЕ АСКЕАОУ,.. 


DECALS 
FELL OFF. 
AND HEY! 


к 
TER IN 
E! 1175 

KING! 


MINUTES. TIM 
STRETCHES WHEN SHARK 
FINS GLIDE... 


SORRY. I TRIED TO 


WASHED AWAY. 


Swaccow 
ITOR 
ANYTHING! 


M 


17723 
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SPOOKY BILLIONS OF TONS OF WATER ABOVE YOU, ANP A VAST VOID OF IMPERCEP- 
TIBLY GRADATED LIGHT. NO LANDMARKS-- FUNNY WORD, EH? --AFTER YOU GET DOWN 
FAR ENOUGH. THERE’S NO SENSE OF UP OR DOWN, EVEN, EXCEPT FOR YOUR BUBBLES. 


BUT THEN, NEARING THE 
SEA FLOOR, WITH THESE 
EYES I COULD SEE EVERY 
BIZARRE, LUMINOUS 
CREATURE FOR A MILE 
AROUNE. 


IT WAS LIKE 


PARACHUTING INTO 
HELL; I'LL NEVER 
FORGET IT- 


HOW АРТ. IT'S RIGHT WHERE 

WE'LL ОО WHEN A WAVE 
FLIPS OUR STARVED CORPSES 
OFF THIS THING: HELL- 
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ВЕ RIGHT 
BACK 


POULTRY № 
FOR Y 


HIS BODY 
TEMPERATURE IS 
NEAR BOILING. 


е 
FEEDING FRENZY..- 


| THE LAST RATION OF FRESH 
КО WATER, TOASTED TO А 
ME SPECTACULAR STARRY SKY... 


A CAPTURED TURTLE... 
TURTLE STEAKS, TURTLE 
SOUP, TURTLE OIL FOR DRY 
SKIN, TURTLE JERKY... 
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SUCH REFERENCE POINTS MEAN А 
LOT, BECAUSE TIME BECOMES AS 
FLUID AS THE babe DESERT ТНЕУ B 


ет. 


THE WIND RISES AND FALLS, BRINGING STAGNANT с 
SILENCE AND NAUSEATING SWEL . 


ьяян-- 2 


AT SUCH CLOSE QUARTERS, OVER TIME, THE 
COMMON BOND OF HUMANITY 
WITHERS, LEAVING DIFFERENCES PRO- 
TRUDING IN BONY RELIEF- 


(ММ ҮҮ 1 


BUT LARRY AND 
MAUREEN ARE 


THINK THEY 
WILL SOON DIE. 
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EXHAUSTION ANP ACHE ` 
7 THE MAGIC THAT NIGHT 
\ BRINGS TO КОМАМСЕ 
HAS OFTEN BEEN TOLD 
OF; BUT HERE ІБ REAL 
MAGIC 


AND IN ITS PLACE COMES А TINGLING, 
CHEST- SWELLING ARDOR -- А PLEASURE THAT 
CUTS LIKE STEEL, А WILD LAUGHTER IN THE 

FACE OF DEATH..- 


MAGIC... AS, SOMEHOW, THE CHRONIC PAIN 

THAT SEEMED THE INESCAPABLE COMPANION 

TO LIFE 15 QUENCHED AND COOLED, LIKE 
RAIN FALLING ON THE SAHARA... 

2 


ex 
1 т OPPOSITE 


2 Y 
C 
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ANP FINALLY... 


SC 


BUT THIS 15 
SOON 
IRRELEVANT- 


У I), 
| 00/0 


TS 
| ШУ = 


LIFE, SOMEHOW. CONTINUES... MARKED 
BY TINY VICTORIES THAT JUST BARELY 
STAVE OFF TOTAL РЕЗРА!К--- 


2. 


КЗ мна ہے اہ‎ 


THE RAINSTORM... CATCHING WATER IN THE TURTLE 
SHELL AND CONCRETE'S TORN-APAKT FLOTATION TANK... 
а У 


У GOD, НЕ'5 
SWIMMING 
AWAY! 


S 


> 


\ 9/ 
| МУ 1 1 ( 1 NS ۱ 
ë NT d 


| 


Р OFF. 1 WAS 


J 


CE OF THEM OR WHY Й 
ONE. 
۷ لال‎ 
0 JOHN’. 
A 


2 


I'VE BEEN FIGHTING | / 

ВАУ зы че WANS 

FOR THIS BOAT WAS Tee ou 
A REAL EFFORT. LANGUAGE! 


WELL, WHAT ARE 
YOU WAITING FOR, 
МК. CEMENT? 

I WANT A HOT 
SHOWER! 


THE HAND- 
WRITING 


HEY! A 
FREIGHTER! 
CHANGES 
AT THE 


UETTE LACKING 
ER AND PART 
THE KEEL... 


. CONCRETE FEELS = 
GRATITUDE ھ‎ НЕ SEES 
LARRY SLICE THE 


WATER, FUTILE THOUGH - 
THE GESTURE 15. WITH 2 
UNRESISTING LIMBS — 
HE QUIETLY SINKS AWAY 
— FROM THE 756 
SILHOUETTE... 


WHICH MEANS THEY 
— CAN'7 SAIL IT... E 


WHICH MEANS 
THEY'RE STILL. 
MAROONED... 


--- WHICH MEANS 
THEY COULD DIE... 


JOHN, LARRY.... 


--- AND ° 
MAUREEN. 


YOU COULD MEASURE 
THE NEWTONS OF 
FORCE IN EACH STROKE 
OF EACH LIMB... 


BUT THERE 15 NO WAY 

TO MEASURE THE Wick 

CONCRETE SOMEHOW 
CALLS UP--AFTER 

HAVING GIVEN UP--TO 
MOVE TORTURED 
LIMBS THAT HAVE 
HARDENED LIKE 

SCABS. 
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É you 
STUPID 
ЕСЕ ہر‎ 


YOU COULD MEASURE 
THE CALORIES SPENT 
IN PROPELLING 
1200 POUNDS ОЕ 
NONBUOYANT MASS 
THROUGH WATER. 


— КЕ 


WITH А SINGLE FIN, WHICH, TO THE SEMI-LITERATE 
ا‎ 7 si Роду чав рожа 

і TTLIN WHALE.-. 
THRASHING..- CREATURE EVEN STKANGER... 


ге HEADING 
FOR THEM. 


CONCRETE ARRIVES AND PUNCHES IN THE MEN SEE... А SEAWEED 

А HANCHOLD, SENDING REVERBERATIONS MONSTER, 
THROUGH THE HULL... HOWLING 

INARTICULATELY. 


vol 


BADANI 


DESPERATE, HE PUNCHES А ۰7 LOUDER AND 
LADDER UP THE SIDE, THE |: LOUDER, A 
TANKERS DOUBLE-HULLED А 


5 METAL 
CONSTRUCTION PREVENTING SMASHING 
AN OIL SPILL. 


70 


WITH A HORRIBLE SOUND, THE DEMON 56 
LIKE А MAN AFTER AN AWFUL ORDEAL.-. 


А R \ 


AND, AMAZED BY ў 
HIS OWN BRAVERY, 


A CREWMAN == 
DOUSES IT WITH 
З GASOLINE. 


а М 
7 22] | INCREDIBLY, IT SCRATCHES А |“ 
MESSAGE RIGHT ON THE DECK! 
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BULLETS DO NOT AFFECT IT! 


АЙ ДМ) 


THOUGH TEMPORARILY BLINDED BYT 
FLAMES, IT IS NOT HARMED. IN FACT, 
IT RECOVERS AND GRABS А RIFLE! 

7 


IT HEADS FOR THE 
WHEELHOUSE. 


d 


¢ 


ІЛ а کک‎ 

f کے‎ 

ا 
са‏ 


1 


< 一 а 
— 2 
26 
Е "да || 
= =) 1 
EE EC) 5% 
| مم‎ ` X VAN N 
{7 | = 4 —, 17 ا‎ 
С [ууу `> 
Пут ) 7 
== S< | 4 
222 = 
EN 


JOHN! YOU 
EPILOGUE: THINGS EVENTUALLY GET EMERGE! 
SORTED OUT. SOME СЕМА ЕМЕМ EIMON ӘУЕН 


JOE JACKSON VIDEO HE APPEARED IN. 
THEY STEAM FOR THE STATES. 


HES = 


= IND 
y 2% 2 


YOU'LL BE HEARING FROM 
MY LAWYERS WHEN WE HIT 
HOME. I HOPE YOU HAVE 
LIABILITY INSURANCE. 


OAT! 
MAUREEN'S 
GOT THE LOG! 


ТАШ 


| ii 1 ж 


1 کیج‎ ч 
LAB, је لا ا‎ 


73 


UH, MAUREEN. І 
MEANT TO TALK 


— ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED ON 
THE KRAFT... ے‎ 


DIC WE DISCUSS NO, NO... I JUST THOUGHT 1/02 SAY...WELL..- 
SOMETHING IMPORTANT? THÉ CLOSE QUARTERS MAY HAYE MADE МЕ 
BECAUSE YOU SHOULDN'T ACT IN WAYS... I WOULDN'T HAYE ORDIN- 
TAKE ANYTHING I МАУ ARILY ACTED. YOU KNOW? 

HAVE SAID 7OO 

SERIOUSLY. WE WERE 

ACL PRETTY MUCH 

OUT OF IT! 


„~ 
(ў 


^ E (| 1! 
NE MAC 
Му TTA, УДА | RELAX. YOU 
m NOT NÌ 72 B Ч WERE FINE COMPANY. 
ANGRY WITH Wi г> г FOR CASTAWAY 

YOU ов. UPSET You COMPANIONS, YOU'RE 
ANYTHING... ١ SOMEHOW? ه‎ нен ON му LIST! / N 


EXCUSE ME NOW. I JUST COULD SHE REALLY 
THOUGHT OF SOMETHING Г HAVE FORGOTTEN? 
WANT TO ASK CONCRETE- и 
SEE YOU AT SUPPER? WITH 
MAUREEN, 
Z Па вы 
POSSIBLE! 


“YES, YOU 
KEPT YOUR 
PROMISE. 


ین 


RON... I WA 
WONDERING. 


ОН, MAYBE. SOMETIMES 
І WISH L 


COULD HAVE 


ONELY. 
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THAT 15 ` 
ONE BEAUTY |.--- 
OFA 
SUNSET. 


| 


м" 
Й Т ) 


| | 7 | | | | | | у || D В 2 ۸ ` 
| | | b 1 | ۵ 


| 


— 


БЭЭ \ N 


۸ D X Же 
"n IN ас! № 
X | 
WE 1 
۱ | 1 
` 
ІК 
Й ЛКК М 


1 
МЕ 


Water God 


ОМЕ МОКЕ "FOR DAVID AND 
AUTOGRAPH, MOOSE“%..RIGHT? 
MAUREEN. 1.. HESCOX, WITH 

ALL боор WISHES. 
CONCRETE. GREAT! 


HOW 


HOUSE? IT'S ONLY 


THREE BLOCKS 
AWAY! 


ODAY, AND WE'RE 
NOT SURE HOW LONG 
WE'LL ВЕ. 
THANKS, THOUGH. 


TOO BAD, ‘CAUSE WE'RE 
HAVING SOMETHING 
SPECIAL! 
AH, TEN-YEAR-OLD WIT. 
C 


ROCK 
CORNISH GAME 
HENS WITH 
GIBLET 
GRAVEL! 


STORY & ART 7 
PAUE CHADWICK 
LETTERING: 
282722 SPICER 
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WON'T YOU PLEASE USE 
THE FLOTATION TANK? 


78 


LARRY. I WA 
TO WALK BA 
DOESN'T 
و‎ 
دح‎ ах 


/ 
7 


ИЛ 


MO, YOU'RE NOT! I'M 
GOING ALL THE WAY 


NOW 

GET GOING 
AND OUT OF 
AAY HAIR! 


HMM. LIP 15 RATHER HARDER SUCCESS! 
THAN DOWN. MAYBE I'D Ч THEY WORK 
BETTER USE THE TANK. : SPLENDIDLY! 


H 1 
SUPPOSE. 
С? 
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WOW! HELP МЕ HOLD IT! | BOY, THERE'S‏ کے 
T‏ 


SHOULDA [ 
SEEN THE 


NE 
THAT GOT 
A 


MY GOD, LOOK AT ALL THIS 

JUNK! AT LEAST THE SEA 
LIFE SEEMS TO THRIVE 
WELL ENOUGH. 


WELL, HE MUST HAVE KICKED |=] 
ONE OFF, OR SOMETHING. 


т NEVER TIRE 

OF THIS VIEW... 
THE SECRET 

WORLD BELOW. 


JUST SIT AND 
SOAK IT IN 
A BIT.. 


22 


وک — 


8o 


FINALLY.-.| Guy! TOOK нім WHEM YOU WISH سم‎ 
I \ LONG ENOUGH! РОМ А ТАР... 
Se SS — gru 7 
ڪڪ ور کد کے‎ ЯГ | Hara 1-- N 
> TM Жа ^ HAAAAL 
(28 “ШТ 
= Sz) pue 


DON'T SAY 
ANYTHING. 
LET'S 
JUST GO. 


= = 
КУА 


۷ 


LARGER BOLTS. / == 
RIGHT? JD 


81 


THESE URCHINS LOOK, FORGET 
ARE LOSING THE FLOTATION 
THEIR CHARM. ANE TOE A 
ІТ. 


NO-NOSE McUG-LY, 
NO-NOSE McUG-LY, 

NO-NOSE McUG-LY, 

NO-NOSE McUG-LY!! 


SHOOK You\ _ [YOU PESTS HAVE 
OVERDRAWN YOUR 
"CUTE " ACCOUNT 
AT THE BANK! 


>= سو — 


ڪڪ 
OKAY, ALL SET, ES THAT WAS PRETTY MEAN,‏ 
LARRY. HEAD —== I GUESS. THEY'RE ONLY‏ 
OUT! — LITTLE KIDS, AFTER ALL `‏ 
_— 
сә‏ 
一 一 一‏ 


CONGRATULATIONS! 1 HAVE LARRY BRING 
7 m МУ PHONE CREDIT 
CARD. І HAVE TO 
маке A CALL. 


MOOSE, I FOUND 
YOU. LISTEN, I'M 
SORRY FOR 
THAT MEAN TRICK 

АУЕ г... 


ЕР 


DAVID'S BEST 
FRIEND OFFERED 


DOLLARS FOR IT, 

BUT WE'RE NOT 

SELLING! IT'S 
TOO COOL! 
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Хо 
١ 2 ۷ 
š | اباب‎ 
NEAN 
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Ë 
2 
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۲٣٣ 
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ZZywX<t 
о TANÎ 
оеш 
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.4 پا 


Ni ж ٩ 
7 
! - ھورہے۔‎ 2 % 
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AS 
М ' BSS iy Їл р 
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7 
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NOT THAT 


2 
Qu 
zt 
Ош 
29 
ха 
QQ 
MI 


VERY 
MYSTERIOUS. 


А 


88 


HIGH UP. 


RTUNATE 
“TA раў, 
CESSIBLE, 
Е"КЕ 


ОКАУ, OKAY ІМ ANY EV 
BOUND TO BE A DISAPPOI 


..NO BEARS? `‏ ہے 
би CAN NEVER‏ 


ве 


эо 


LOOK? THAT'S 
SOME KIND OF 
MACHINERY? 


SOMETHI 


91 


CUTTING AAE! 
GOD... |Т'5-- 


92 


و 


HERE, 


ام 
ра |‏ 

За 
tô 
zx 
9 
۵ 
9 
> 
u 


1РРАМСУ, 
E IN DEEP, 


OP 
FL 
^ 


و 


IT FITS FOR 
OTHER 

REASONS, 
THOUGH... 


š 
ч 
t 
< 
I 
E 
0 
2 
x 
z 


OKAY, OKAY...EVEN IN 


СУ 2و‎ ۶ p » 
^ И a ЖТ 


, 
سے‎ 
JU 
2 IT, DO 
BRAINS! 


yo 


95 


کب ہت 
А‏ 5 = 
VA‏ 
TES 2‏ 


MS ирс 


WHAT'S THE 
STATUE HE'S 
ROLLING IN? 
IS IT ALIVE? 


WHAT'S THIS? 
FANG ACTS A 


1175 RATHER 
TASTEL 
Bu 


97 


ھ8 و 


1 THINK... 


1254 


1 87127 
1 ALWAYS SEEM ТО WAKE 
UP BEFORE YOU ро; 
^ 
pam H 
1 (Гэ 


ТОО 


101 


IN BUSINESS 


VES. 


ALTERNATI 


RIGHT? 
THEN, 


5 
x 
۲۳ 
u 
= 
3 
0 
щ 
(4 
“ 


OBSERVED. 


DIDN'T 


WE PRETEND TO PASS * 
OUT, WE'RE SUNK’ 


WAIT--LET РАМФ EAT 22 
5, 2 ue % 
т 
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WELL-..I 
GUESS THIS 


GINS A SERIES OF TESTS 
MENTS-- TORTURES? 
LY ENDURE, NOT 


= 14 


103 


EVENTUALLY... 


MICHAEL, WE/VE 
OT TO GET OUT ——— 
F HERE.. 


S 
= 


ғ à Ш ҮШ 


224 
کر 


um 
youvvE BEEN 
A GOOD 
x NA FRIEND, КОМ. 
AS HAVE YOU, a 
MICHAEL 


вит. GO DOWN 
FIGHTING > MANS 


104 


105 


A PERMANENT RAPE... 


[4 


FANG/5 ATTACKING 
HIT THE FLOOR /7 


106 


رو 


STOPPED WITHOUT BEING 


AND FANG IS 


ме, RON... 


FASCINATING. 


KILLED. 


AS 


HE FLOOR, TO 


и 


LOW. BOUNCING 


7 AND WON'T 


IMPORTANT, 
L! THIS GIVES 

ER-ORAVITY, 
XPECTING IT, 


5 
Е 


М IMPORTANT 
Е 


TACTIC? 


107 


LI 
WE BARELY 


TASTIC-- 
HAVE A SENSE OF 


MOUNTAINS, 
GORGES... А 
LORDY, 


y. 
uno, 
шоб! 
Eng 
ш 

کس مان 
4402 
= 


TOUCH... 


HO WORE 
RHAPS 1'M 


w 
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THAT'S DOUBTFUL. 
ANYWAY 
YOU'RE 
FORGETTING 
SOMETHING... 


TO ТНЕМ/ 


OME IN AND ФЕТ. 
Me, SUCKERS; 


THEN HE STARTS 
THROWING THE CANS 


L SETS UPON THE 
WRESTING AWAY 


РОМ, АМР... 


THEY CAREEN 
THROUGH THE NS 4 
COMPLEX... |“ AG 
9 


5 x ý 
E LX А 
“ЭС нш 
РЕД 62285177) 
/ FOLLOWING? 


YN 
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220 
І» و‎ © Y 
Rr а 


Ша, “зэ 
ON 
pus 


2 


у 


М 
نلا‎ au 


111 


12 


CAN SE 
LL AROUND’ 


Ў мо DISCUSSION?! І DON'T 
TO LIVE WITHOUT My 
ША BODY! NOW GO! ши Ў 


WANT 


ә, 
INTO THE моме 
OF MOTHER EARTH. 
1 HOPE THIS WORKS? 


113 


THE 
LAKE 7 
WITH SEARCH 
PARTIES? НММ. 


16 


YEAH. 
SPOOKY. 


| 


OK AY, THEN. YOU'RE 
CRAMMED INTO YOUR 
LITTLE CAR WITH ALL 
THE CAMPING GEAR, ў at T I NEEDED 
HEADING BACK TO 5 > : ў АРУІСЕ. І 
CIVILIZATION.-- е 3 й NEEDED 
Й wispoM.soz 
WENT TO MY 


HIAA THEN..- 
BEFORE... 


AND 
УУНЕМ ТНЕУ UH-HUH, 
UH-HUH. WELL, 
WE/LL GO OVER 
THIS AGAIN, 


STORY я ART ©1987 
PAUE CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
BILL SPICER 


EDITOR: 
RANDY STRADLEY 


--- BUT IT'S I KNOW PEOPLE АТ THE 
ALMOST DAWN, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
AND WE HAVE - AGENCY. I HELPED 

TO DO SOME- THEAA OUT IN А 

TRING WITH FUNDING SQUEEZE..- 


AMERICA 
NEEDS A TECHNO- 
LOGICAL EDGE TO 
COMPETE WITH ASIA'S 
CHEAP LABOR..- 


WITH A TERRESTRIAL 
BRAIN, LET'S NOT 
FORGET! 


YES, 
PLEASE 

REFUL 
THE PLASTIC, 
LITHGOW. 


ہہ ف با 
cane du‏ 


LIKE DOING IT. 
y 


MARK, YOU'VE MADE МЕ 
THE HAPPIEST MAN 
ALIVE! А LIVING ALIEN 
GODY-— A SCIENTISTS 
DREAM? 


THE QUESTION NOW 15: HOW YES, GOOD POINT. POLLOCK! 
DOES H 2 T WHERE/S MAUREEN? 
НАУЕМ”Т THEY REACHED 
HER ут > 


гем MAUREEN VONNEGUT. OH, HELLO. ANY 
I'LL BE COORDINATING RELATION TO 
OUR TESTING OF YOU. THE WRITER? 


LATER... 


ос SE 


NOW, I UNDERSTAND I WAS C. 
YOU WERE SEEN ВУ YES 


AREF 


کے 
ре‏ 
ЕЕ‏ 


5 


RIBE 
TH NCOUNTER. 


І PULLED UP TO THE АМ м САМЕ UP, 


THE SELF-SERVICE SAW МЕ UNDER THE 
PUMP, STARTED DEAE AND FAINTED 


۸ 
TO PUMP GAS. DEAD А يو‎ 


PETE! FORGET THE 
STATION! GO TO 
DOUGLAS’ HOUSE 
AND SECURE ... WHAT 
KIND OF CARP... 


DATSUN 


JUST NO QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE ALIENS, 
HIS EXPERIENCES, 
OR WHAT HE ٤ 
YOU'LL DO 


CONCRETE 
LACKS THE 
CAPACITY TO 
BLUSH WITH 
PLEASURE. 


NOW, 

ро YOU 
FEEL АТ 
ALL РЕНУ- 
DRATED? 


GEE, I GUESS 


THEY'D STILL ВЕ 


IN THE CAR IN 
FRONT OF THE 
SENATOR'S 

HOUSE... 


NOW JUST А 
MINUTE! HOW ARE 
WE SUPPOSED TO 
STUDY HIM IF WE 
CAN'T ASK 
QUESTIONS?! 


= 
Ц 


YOU SHOULD KNOW ALL. 
THIS. I WROTE 25 PAGES 
OF NOTES ON MY 
EXPERIENCES WHEN I 
HID OUT AT THE REST STOP, 


DARK. 


WAITING FOR 


WHERE 
ARE THOSE 


—— 


GOOD, THEN. LET МЕ GO DOWN 
THIS LIST. BELIEVE IT ОЕ NOT, 
WE HAVE A CONTINGENCY 
PLAN FOR THIS SITUATION! 


YE 
BUT NOT 
A.D. А 


ESTED 


INTEREST 
IN COOPERA- 
TING WITH 


WORK. 


KNOW. 


THE CLAMP-DOWN ON THE AREA 
WHERE THE ALIENS WERE. YOU'RE 
TO TALK ABOUT NONE OF THIS 
WITH THE PEOPLE HERE UNTIL L 
RETURN, UNDERSTAND? < 
dee / ح‎ 


ET LISTEN! I'VE GOT TO COORDINATE 


DON’T WORRY, N / 
DOCTOR...1S IT 
росток- جح‎ 


АМ 


YOUR 


% 
PERSONAL SUR- 
VIVAL. I'LL TELL 


YOU WHAT You 


NEED TO 


SOON, A BEWILDERING 
ARRAT, OF TESTS ARE 


TURE 
READING IS 
SLOWLY, THE ALIEN 105 DEGREES 
BODY BEGINS CENTI- 
TO YIELD UP ITS GRADE! 
SECRETS. 


CY 


pss 


NU 
N 
7 


| 2) 
В 
HUH—! 
NOTHING! 
TONY, SKIP 
THE 
PROCTO- 
SCOPE! 


YOU'RE 
NAUSEOUS LOSING WEIGHT. 
OR WE FEEL WE 

STRANGE. ٧ SHOULD START 
== EXPERIMENTING 
DIFFERENT 


ALIENS FED YOU... 
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WE'RE MOST 
IMPRESSED WITH 
YOUR ABILITY 

TO JUMP... 


ALL RIGHT, MR. DOE. 
THIS ISN'T PRECISELY 
TEST... WE'D LIKE 
TO MAKE A VIDEO- 
TAPE FOR THE 

PRESIDENT. 
1 


CUED UP, - 
PRESIDENT. 


I'M‏ د 
ETTING‏ 
ADACHE!‏ 


SO, YOU THINK YOU 
CAN HANDLE нім IF 
YOU HAVE TO? 


--- SO WHAT WE'LL BE DOING IS 


OUR LATEST THINKING 15 THAT 
YOU MAY HAVE ZWO 
DIGESTIVE SYSTEMS... 


7 


b 


ын 


Al 


SPANNING DAYS 7 PO YOU LIKE 


THE TESTS CONTIN 
= АЕ FROM 


UE, 
EVER 


z 


GLITTERING JEWEL OF 
INFORMATION, CONFIRM- 
ATION OR SURPRISE. 
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ANYWAY, THESE 
TESTS WERE 
BECOMING 

PRETTY BLOODY 
TEDIOUS, AND 

I'D BEGUN ТО 
THINK ABOUT 

WHAT THE REST 

OF МУ LIFE 


MAUREEN'S 

A WONDERFUL 
PERSON. DIOC 
YOU REALIZE 

THAT THEN? 


SO MAUREEN 
WAS INVOLVED IN 
YOUR EARLY 
TESTING...THAT'S 
WHERE You 
MET HER? 


WOULD ВЕ 


SENATOR 
DOUGLAS 


AND І 
TALKED 
IT OVER. 


WHEN I WAS 
YOUNG — HIGH 
SCHOOL AGE— 1 
IPOLIZED, WELL, 
ADVENTURERS... 
MEN WHO WENT TO 


MY LIFE IS SHATTERED 
AND WAITING TO BE RE- 
ASSEMBLED IN A NEW WAY, 

SENATOR DOUGLAS. 


I FIND THE WILDEST 
MYSELF PARTS OF THE 
RETURNING PLANET AND PUT 

TO MY THEMSELVES AT 
EARLIEST RISK FOR_THE 


SHEER ZEST THIS 
DOESN'T 
SOUND LIKE 
YOU AT ALL, 
Ом. 


DREAMS. 


4 9 
SS SZ i 


“I PRACTICALLY INHALED 
BOOKS BY THESE GUYS... 
EXOTIC TALES OF GENUINE 
DANGER AND GLORY— 

AND TRUE, БУ GOD!” 


” 1 WAS А FAT BRAINY KID 
AWESTRUCK BY THE DEEDS 
OF WHAT I STILL FEEL ARE 
MEN OF GREATNESS — 
RICHARD HALIBURTON, 
THOR HEYERDAHL, 

RICHARD BURTON...” 


BURTON, THOUGH — HE 
WAS MY HERO. 7/5 
RICHARD BURTON 
WASN'T AN ACTOR, BUT 
A VICTORIAN-AGE 
ENGLISHMAN, AN 
EXPLORER AND 
SCHOLAR AND 
SWORDSMAN. 


LORDY, WHAT A 
CHARACTER... 


WELL, HALIBURTON WAS 
SORT OF A GLORY-HUNTING 
GLOBETROTTER WHO WROTE 

BESTSELLERS OF HIS 

ADYENTURES IN AFRICA AND 
ASIA IN THE 205 


WHO ARE THESE 
FELLOWS? SOME OF 
THEIR NAMES RING 

A EELL--- 


HEYERDAHL'S 
STILL ALIVE, L 
THINK. HE'D BUILD 
AND SAIL КЕСОМ- 
STRUCTIONS OF 
ANCIENT BOATS OUT 
OF ORIGINAL 
AAATERIALS—BALSA 
OR PAPYRUS, FOR 
ЕХАМРЬЕ — TO TEST 
THE PLAUSIBILITY 
OF HIS THEORIES 
ON HUMAN 
MIGRATION. 
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HE CO-DISCOVERED ^ у А P 

THE SOURCE OF THE : BOOKS, WAS A DIPLOMAT 

NILE, LAKE VICTORIA- . IN LATER LIFE, EVENTUALLY 

HE DISGUISED HIM- NPN | 4 KNIGHTED. НЕ VISITED 

SELF AS A MUSLIM ES ў BRIGHAM YOUNG'S COMMUNITY 

PILGRIM AND VISITED : 7 

THE FORBIDDEN 

CITIES OF MECCA = شا وٹ‎ 

AND MEDINA. НЕ Жор MANUAL ON 

TRANSLATED THE ЗА | ! SWORDSMAN SHIP. 

ARABIAN NIGHTS رہ‎ 5 

AND МОБЕ z 

QUIETLY, THE 5 2 

KAMA SUTRA. oy Y IN SHORT, HE 

- : PASSED THROUGH 
LIFE LIKE /A 
BLAZING COMET, 
UNDETERRED, UN- 

AFRAID, AND 
UNASHAMED. 


I'M GO О HATE LOSING ~, | /мот COMPLETELY. \ | OUR HIGH 
CASA. لح‎ (WHAT сот ME SCHOOL 
STARTED ON THIS || WAS QUITE 
WAS_A GENT PROGRESSIVE. 

š AA NAMED JOHN GUEST 

BUT TELL N GODDARD... SPEAKERS 
ME, HASN'T ON THE 

THE WORLD UNIVERSITY 


SHRUNK TOO 


HE WAS MAGNIFI- 
CENT... А CHARISMA- 
TIC ADVENTURER, 
SHOWING HIS 
SLIDES OF RAFT- 
ING DOWN THE 
AMAZON, THE 
NILE. HE WROTE 
FOR THE NATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHIC. 


BUT I WAS A TIMID, 
ATHLETIC KID WITH ALL 
THE CONFIDEN 

CAT AT A DOG 


TO бе А LIO NAM ONG 
N 
EERS LIKE МЕМ TO DO THIS SORT 
REINHOLD OF THING—A 
MESSNER. | COURAGEOUS, EGO- 
CENTRIC LEADER- 
І WAS 


МОКЕ ТНЕ 
OWL ТУРЕ — 

WATCHING, 
SOCIETIES, AHO LAINE: 


THOUGH. STAYING 
SILENT. 


Ж ра 
í, 4 
ШЕЛ: ابت‎ — 
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соны? ро I COULD STAND COMFORTABLY‏ 1 روز 
"D NAKED ON THE SLOPES OF‏ 
EVEREST... SAUNTER ON‏ 

IMR eee BLT TREKS AS 


EL OR 
OUTBACK. 


a 


٦ 


THERE ARE SOME THINGS 
YOU SHOULD BE AWARE 
OF, RON. 


OU KNOW, THAT 


Чт 


DON’T START WORRYING YET. 
AT I CAN DO. 


A 
TO LET TH 
SOVIET. 


= 


EL | 
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LIFE CHANGES LITTLE FOR шээг 
ше لم‎ 


THEY'D TREAT 
YOU WRETCHEOLY! 


NOW I HEAR П-- 


5 


ТАР ТАР ТАР 


| (vet's Just 
SAY YOU'RE 
RY 


POPULAR.-- J 
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NOW, THIS WILL BE А TIMED 

TRIAL. THE SHAPED PEGS 

FIT ONLY THE HOLES WITH A 
IDENTICAL--- 


7 


A 
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LI - 2 
LITHGOw SEES FURIOUS A FORMATION --TO BECOME A DOUBLE LINE OF INTER- 
ACTIVITY BEYOND THE FALLING INTO LOCKED TROOPS BARRING THE WAY. 
GLASS DOOR... PLACE... 


AND 
I'M BETTING YOU'RE NOT 
THE VIOLENT TYPE, МК. DOE. INSIDE. 
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МЕ. DOE — wE ARE 


FORCE! FOR THE 
LAST TIME, RETURN 
AT ONCE! 


ALL RIGHT. 
MISS HIM... 


IT'LL JUST CONTINUE 
WALKING... SLOWLY... 
AND..- 
Е. 
Фо 
N 


8 


--- THEY 
۷۷ ۵۰۴2۸۷۸7 
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YOU IDIOTS! YOU'VE 


KILLED 1 


\ UK 
cx Ls ( 7) 1h 


кт; 


WE WERE BEGINNING TO 
WORRY. YOU'VE BEEN OUT 
FOR TWO WEEKS. 


iw rs 


LITHGOW RECOVERS TO FIND 
HIS LIMBS MOVE STIFFLY, 
EXCEPT РОК А MIRACULOUSLY THIS IS 
REGENERATED LEG. REMEDIED IN 
IT 1S FROZEN. 


FEATURE, TOO: 
A VALVE BEHINDA 


WITHOUT 
DRILLING OR 
OTHER 
TROUBLESOME 
PROCEDURES. 


136 


LET ME START BY MAKING 
IT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR: 
REVEALING THE EXISTENCE 
OF ALIENS TO THE WORLD 
15 ABSOLUTELY UN- 
ACCEPTABLE. 


THEN WHY ARE 
WE EVEN 
TALK-- 


WAIT, 
PLEASE. 


wE BELIEVE 


WE HAVE A PLAN 


THAT CAN SERVE 


BOTH YOUR INTEREST. S 
FOR FREE MOVEMENT 
AND OURS FOR SECURITY 


WE HARDLY HAVE 
THE TECHNOLOGY TO 


MAKE CYBORGS. 
AND WHY WOULD І 
BE COATED WITH 
THIS CONCRETE 
SKIN? 
7i 


GRANTED, 
IT'5 A 
FANTASTIC 
STORY. WE'RE 
COUNTING ON 
THE АЧЕМ 
THING BEING 
MORE UN- 
BELIEVABLE. 


МЕ ALSO 
HAVE IDEAS 
ON HOW TO 
SOFTEN 

UP THE 
PDBLIC. 


WHEN WE FINALLY 
РО "COME CLEAN”, 
YOU'LL BE 
PRESENTED TO THE 
PUBLIC AS 
“CONCRETE”, YOUR 
FORMER IDENTITY 
A POINT OF 
NATIONAL 
SECURITY. 


YOU'LL BE 
EVASIVE ABOUT 
YOUR SKIN AND 
HOW YOUR BODY 

WORKS ON 

SIMILAR 

GROUNDS. 


THANKS FOR 
COMING, SENATOR. 
I HAVE A LOT OF 
HOPES RIDING ON 

THIS MEETING. 


THINGS PROBABLY 
WON'T BE PERFECT, 
RON; IT'S A COMPLEX 
SITUATION. BUT 
THEY AAAY BE ACCEPTABLE. 


YOU MAY GO PUBLIC. YOUR STORY 
WILL BE THAT YOU'RE THE RESULT 
OF A DISCONTINUED CYBORG 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM, CO 
DUCTED BY THE N.5.A. WITH 
TERMINALLY ILL VOLUNTEERS, 
OF WHOM YOU АК 


E THE 
ONLY SURVIVOR. | 
ын : Эс ын 


FIRST, А 
SERIES OF 
WELL-TIMED 
LEAKS, ALL 
VEHEMENTLY 
DENIED, 
ABOUT 
GOVERNMENT- 
SPONSORED 
CYBORG 
RESEARCH. 


Қо 


«Р 
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---YOU/LL ENDORSE 
THE SILLIEST 
PRODUCTS, APPEAR 

IN INANE 
COMEDY SPECIALS, 
BE THE INSPIRA- 
TION FOR THE 

CHEAPEST 
TOYS. 


YOU'RE QUICK, 
I MUST SAY. 
BECAUSE THIS 
IS EXACTLY 
OUR AIM. 
YOU'LL DO THE 
TALK SHOWS, 
AND BE AN 
INARTICULATE 


--- BECAUSE I'LL BE NO 
PART OF SUCH A THING. 
“CONCRETE "— HOW 
CORNY! AND UNIMAGIN- 


ATIVE! IT 


TRIVIALIZES ME! 


CLOWN... 


WHEN 
WE'RE 
THROUGH, 
THE PUBLIC 
WILL BE SO 
WEARIED OF 
YOU THEY'LL. 


ORIGINS OR. 
BODILY 
SECRETS. 


WHY SHOULD THEY? YOU'LL 
JUST BE THIS SEASON'S 
HULK HOGAN OR МЕ. Т... А 
FAST- FADING FOOTNOTE TO 
THE DECADE. 


A TRUE FAUSTIAN 
BARGAIN— I 

TRADE АУУАУ MY 
SELF-RESPECT 
FOR FREEDOM. 


BESIDES, 

YOU'LL HAVE THE 

Д REST OF YOUR 
LIFE TO REDEEM 
YOURSELF. WE'LL 

HAVE QUIETED 

INQUIRING 

MINDS BY THAT 


TIME. 


HE AGREES, ON 
ONE CONDITION: 
HIS MONITOR 
WILL ВЕ MAUREEN 
VONNEGUT. 


“CONCRETE” 
MUST SUBMIT 
то CONSTANT 
MONITORING 
BY THE NSA. 
HE 1S TOO 
GREAT А 
SCIENTIFIC 
TREASURE 
TO LET GO. 


THE DEAL 15 
EVENTUALLY 
STRUCK, 
WITH ONE 
MAJOR 

POINT 
ADDED... 


ONLY IF 
WOU GAUGE 


EXTERNAL 
ACCLAIM. 
IT COULD BE 


..-ANP لال‎ 6656 pi 


CONCRETE : 
THE CELEBRITY MACHINE ENDORSES SEDATED 
CRANKS UP TO SPEED, SALAD HE GUEST- ARMADILLOS FOR 1 
THIS TIME FUELED BY ILS ANO POTS ON 8 LETTERMAN. 
TAXPAYERS’ MONEY. PARTICIPATES VIDEOTAPE <S Z 
IN TRACTOR SITCOMS... 5 


PRODUCT LICENSING 
FAVORS INELEGANT 
DESIGN, CHEAP 

CONSTRUCTION, AND 
NON SEQUITURS..- 


mean, \ /~ т 
but "У 


! ) 
PH SERENDIPITOUSLY, 
PET ROCKS 
ENJOY A BRIEF |) 
COMEBACK. 
! 1 
е 


AAY NEXT GUEST 15 EASILY RECOGNIZA- 
BLE — НЕ SHOULD BE: YOU PAID FOR HIS 
FACE LIFT! HE’S AUTHOR OF "CONCRETE'S 
ULTIMATE HI-FIBER 
DIET.” PLEASE 

WELCOME... 


DOC AND THE BAND 

PLAY THE OLD SIMON 

AND GARFUNKEL ТИМЕ, 
“1 AM A ROCK.“ 


2 | CONCRETE | 
3 o| ULTIMATE 


HI-FIBER 


You MAKE NOW, WE WERE 
А STRIKING TALKING EARLIER... 
ENTRANCE. YOU SAY YOU CAN'T 
TELL US ANYTHING 
ABOUT HOW THIS 
CYBORG BODY 


WORKS... 


BUT WHY SHOULD A 

CYBORG — THAT'S LIKE 

THE SIX MILLION DOLLAR 
MAN, RIGHT? 


RIGHT, 
EXCEPT І 
COST MORE. WHY 


INFLATION, SHOULD YOU 
HAVE THIS 
CONCRETE 
SKIN? IT'S 
KIND OF 


NOW... BE 

BORING. 
LIKE WE 
AGREED. 


WELL, LET ME PUT WELL, ALL THAT'S 
CLASSIFIED, TOO. 
ALL I CAN TELL 

LITTLE HERE AND YOU IS THAT І 


THERE CAN HIDE VYASN'T JIMMY 
A MULTITUDE OF HOFFA. 


vo 
CAN'T TALK 
ABOUT YOUR CANT TALK 


ABOUT YOUR 
FORMER NOW LET 

ME GET THIS 

STRAIGHT... 


YOU WERE 
TERMINALLY 


туу 
M 


EX : 
<< 


I CAN HOLD МУ ВКЕАТН АМ 
НОЦЕ AND SEE AT NIGHT 
LIKE AN OWL WITH 


A TELESCOPE. 2 


НЕКЕ І AAA WITH THIS 


BLESSING TO USE IT 
FOR MY BENEFIT... 


GIVEN 
ALL THAT, 


IT’S 
MASSIVELY 
STRONG, 
RESISTANT Ж 
TO HEAT, [4 

COLD, аб) 
PRESSURE NS» 


AN 
IMPACT. 


WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO TALK 
COULD ABOUT YOUR 


YOU FLASH 
THE 


1775 AN AMUSING 
TRIFLE. AS YOU 
MAY KNOW, І САМ 
EAT WOOD, COTTON, 
EVEN ROCKS. 
AROUND THIS FACT 
I'VE WRITTEN A 
JOCULAR “DIET” 
BOOK. A GOOD GAG 
GIFT Е 


ОК А 
FRIEND, PERHAPS. 


ON THAT NOTE, 

WE MUST PAUSE. BUT 
DON'T GO AWAY 
BECAUSE NEXT WELL. 
HAVE WITH US THAT 

VERY STRANGE 

COMEDIAN THE 

WHOLE COUNTRY 15 
TALKING ABOUT... 
ANONYMOOSES 


WELL, I'VE GOT А QUESTION, 
AT LEAST. 


FOR EVERY- 
ONE 


I HOPE TO MOUNT 
EXPEDITIONS TO SOME 
EXOTIC PLACES. I HAVE 

SOME IDEAS. 


BUT I'D LIKE TO DO 
MORE. WHAT MIGHT I 
DO? WHAT WOULD 
you РО—= 


ACTUALLY, WITH 
THE RIGHT 
INSCRIPTION, IT'D 
МАКЕ A GOOD GIFT 
FOR AN ENEMY, 
TOO. DIET BOOKS 
ARE LIKE THAT- 


HE'S 
ENTIRELY 


COACHING... 
OR MAYBE 
VALIUM. 


RAST 


WHO'S GOING TO 
А | MOVE MR. CONCRETE’S 
Д BLANKET? 
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I CAN THINK OF А 
COUPLE OF 
THINGS Z HAVE 
WHICH ARE 
MISSING ON MR. 
CONCRETE MAN. 


---WELL, WO7 ANOTHER 
THING. HE DOESN'T 
HAVE А “THING.” WHAT 
WERE THEY GONNA USE 


DIDJA HEAR ABOUT 
THE POLISH 
GOLDDIGGER? SHE 
FILED A 
PATERNITY SUIT 
AGAINST CONCRETE: 


THANK YOU, 
YOU'VE BEEN А 
LOVELY 
AUDIENCE. 
WIPE YOUR 


E 
сб, 3 


THANK YOU, 
MORONS. 


FOR A CYBORG 
AND THEY FORGET |] }{( ANOTHER 
TO GIVE HIM AN THING. 
یر مج ےج 3< 5ھ‎ 


ав 
EXPERIENCE IN 
PRISON AND 
ASKED 'E^ TO 
LEAVE IT 


--- GETTING 
HIS ROCKS 
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--- ANONYMOOSE! | 


AFTER THE COMMERCIAL... 


[DON'T SAY WE PIDN'T 
WARN YOU. YOU MAY 
WANT IMPRESSIONABLE 
YOUNGSTERS UNDER THE 
AGE OF SIXTY TO LEAVE 

THE ROOM... BECAUSE 
HERE 15... 


HADN'T BEEN 
SEP. 


LIKE, HOW COULD 
Ñ HE, YOU KNOW, 
DO IT? 


/ کہ‎ THI 
\ СЕЕЕР 
Ses. NEVER BEEN 
ЗЕЕМ WITH- 
OUT A 
MASK. > 
5 > 


-- 


WELL, I'M GLAD YOU WERE OUR 
SECON GUEST. YOU MIGHT HAVE 
DONE A ROUTINE ABOUT МЕГ 


---AND HAVING 
AMERICA'S UGLIEST 
K 


TOO IRRESISTABLE! 


NERVOUS LAUGHTER RIPPLES 
THROUGH THE AUDIENCE. THE 
MOMENT 15 ABSURDLY 
DRAWN OUT, CONCRETE UN- 
CERTAIN OF WHAT TO PO. 


IT IS ONE OF THOSE 
PECULIAR, FUNNY-SCARY 
MOMENTS THAT дек не 
UNSCRIPTED TELEVISION. 
لاحات‎ IZ FROZEN By 

NAKED TERR IN 

, HE HAS А LUCID 

ANONYMOOSE'S VOICE. FANTASY. 


۰ 
HUMOR. HE IS 
A TORMENTED 
MAN 


NO HARD FEELINGS—-7 


YOU KNOW, THAT 
MASK MAKES You 
PRETTY DAMNED 
FREE WITH YOUR 
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<22 
><, 4 


с? 


ا ہے 


46 


~ 


ANONYMOOSE IS SOBBING. 
CLEARLY, CONCRETE HOLDS 
THE POWER TO DESTROY A LIFE. 


SETA 
28 3 
Ф 4! ay > 


РЕАТН ТО 
THE ALIEN 
MONSTER}! 


NON A 


CHANGED. 
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HEY, МІБТЕЕ 
CONCRETE! WE'RE 
IN RADIO 
CONTACT WITH 
THE EMPHYRIO}* 
т DIDN'T 

CAPSIZE! 


# CONCRETES 
PACE BOAT 
FOR THE 
FAILED TRANS- 
ATLANTIC SWIM. 
/7 WAS 
FEARED LOST 
IN A STORM. 


WELL, I LIED TO THE PRESS. 
1 SAID HE SAID SOMETHING 
ABOUT IMPRESSING JODIE 
FOSTER. А JOKE, REALLY, 
THOUGH SOME DIM MINDS 
DIDN'T GET IT. 


ANYWAY, 
HE WASN'T 
THE ONLY 

ONE DOUBTING 
THE CYBORG 
STORY. 


ШУ THAT'S MOST 
OF THE STORY, 


LATER THAT 
I HIRED 
you. 


I REMEMBER HEARING 
ABOUT THAT. THE GUY 
GOT CLEAN AWAY. BUT 
ТНАТ'5 NOT WHAT 
HE SHOUTED... 


А FINE 
NOTE UPON 
WHICH TO 

RETIRE. 

THAT'S 
SPLENDID 


LARRY, 
YOU SHOULD 
GET TO YOUR 

BUNK. MY 


TO KNOW THE 

GENERAL AREA 

OF THE CRASH, 
MAUREEN. 


IN MONTANA! I 
THOUGHT HE LIVED 
IN L.A.: 


STORY £ ART ©1987 
PAUE CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
2/۸ SPICER 


THAT. MR. ADVENTURE. DON'T GIVE DP YET. WITH 
STUNTMEN ARE INTO 
ACHO THING. 


NS 


IN A SLEEPING 
BAc. МЕ LOVES 


WITHIN A 
HUNDRED MILES. 
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МУ EyES 

АКЕ QUITE 

ACUTE. WE 
HANE A HALF 
MOON TONIGHT, 
AND STARLIGHT 

WOULD EE 

ENOUGH FOR 


RIGHT TO BE 
nere THAN 
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WELL, ONE KILLED А 
PHOTOGRAPHER LAST 
MONTH. BUT SHE 
THOUGHT HER 

CUBS WERE 
THREATENED. 


OKAY, THEN. і CAN SEE 
THE MOON'S GLARE ОМ 
THE FINGER. LAKES. 
WE'LL DROP YOU АТ 
THE WEST END. 


GET YOUR 
BEARINGS. SE 

THAT PEAK? 

IT'S MOUNT 
WHITNEY, AND 
THAT'S NORTH. 


Е 


АТ ОМСЕ...НОРЕ 
SHE CAN 
COMPENSATE! 


I'LL SAY ONE THING... Y 
CYBORG OR NOT, YOU'V 
м СОТ GUTS, FRIEND. 


% 


THANKS. 


YOU DO, тое, 


MS. CAREY. 
SO LONG. 


à CO 
I SUPPOSE I'D 


BOY, THIS 15 NOISY! 
i HOPE I DON'T 
(ATTRACT ANY BEARS! 


y й 
Ў 
Ne чу 
É FRESH FINE... 


| BETTER THAN 
TRISCUITS! « 


s ч 


НЕУ, ٨ 
MUNRO! YOU 


MUST EE IN- 
DESTRUCTIBLE! 
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WAKE UP, SLEEPING EE воу, TO UNROLL HIS SLEEPING BAG IN 
BEAUTY! YOU'VE : 74//$ CONPITION... THAT ک۸‎ MACHO! سر‎ 
GOT SOME WALKING а c ; 2ٰ 
سی‎ THIS 15 А پت‎ 
| MORPHINE ¥ 2 


LOOKS LIKE 
YOU COULD 


ITS AROUND 
FOUR O'CLOCK, 
TUESDAY. SUN'LL 
BE UP ٢۳706 


DRUG 
KNOCKS You 
OUT. YOU'RE 
EXTREMELY 


Е- 
HYDRATED. 


WRAPPED A 
COUPLE OF 4 
BANDAGES. 


OKAY, NOW. I'M TAKING 

You TO A LAKE WHERE A 

FLOAT_PLANE WILL MEET 
us AT DAWN. 
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Ім BLEEDING. THE 


STRENGTH THAT THING 
MUST 


МУ ЕУЕЗ! МУ EYES: 
I'M BLIND! ОРН... 


MIGHTY BODY HE 
SANT PROPERLY 


IRECT. 


SEE AT ALL! 


YES, НЕ SCRAPED YOU 
BADLY. BUT YOUR 1125 
STILL SEEM TO BE 
ТНЕКЕ. 


H, FOR PITY'S SAKE. THIS 
5 PRETTY HUMILIATING. 


YOU OKAY? 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
OUT HERE 
WITH A 
SPLINT ON? 


WE_RENDEZVOUS WITHA BY THE WAY, 
FLOAT PLANE AT DAWN. 
THEY CAN TAKE YOL NEWE 
OuT, TOO. I'VE NEVER 
МЕТ A 
CELEBRITY 
BEFORE. 


AZY GUY IN 

A PLAYING GYPSY 

PLANE. HE 

INTO HITCHING 
w 


wow. 
WHAT A DAY! 
а сказн. 
A BEAR, 
CONCRETE? 


THINGS TO 


AT THE PLANE, 
PRETTY BUSTED 
UP. MAYBE YOU | 
COULD CARRY 


TWO PEOPLE? WE'RE OVER- 
LOADED, THEN. SOMEBODY 
\ WILL HAVE TO WALK OUT 
WITH CONCRETE TO THE 
LOGGING ROAD. 


YOUR 
BROTHER. 
I'LL GO. 
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| ан HAS BEEN FULL 
FOR RONALD LITHGOW 
SINCE HIS BRAIN WAS 
TRANSPLANTED INTO THE 
INHUMANLY STRONG, KEEN- 
EYED BODY IN WHICH НЕ 15 
KNOWN AS CONCRETE. 


WU De. MAUREEN 

VONNEGUT. FOR 
WHOM HE IS AN ON- 
GOING STUDY, AND 
AIDE LARRY MUNRO- 
HE HAS TRIED DIGGING 
OUT VICTIMS OF A 
COLLAFSED COAL 

۷ MINE, AND SWIMMING 


J 
NS THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 
ff^ ss NONSTOF- 


E VENTURES PROVED MORE THAN HE 

COULD HANDLE, BUT CONCRETE HAS 
PROVED UNFAILINGLY ADEPT AT ONE 
THING: GETTING PUBLICIT> 


IDING THE CRAZY 
WAVE OF CELEBRITY, 
CONCRETE HAS 
BECOME ONE OF 
THOSE MEDIA GRO- 
TESQUES VIEWED AS 
BOTH SUBLIMELY 
SILLY ANP 
TERRIBLY HIP. 


8۶ 
15 "LN. 
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Zn ۲ |‏ چا 
e |‏ 
қ ы |‏ 
i р “Р‏ 
RRIVE as‏ 
N.‏ 
М‏ 


\ 
N 


EN ANN Y КТ) 2 
+9007 


| للا 
STORY £ ART‏ 
7287© 
PAUL CHADWICK‏ 
LETTERING:‏ 
вісе SPICER‏ - 


2/72: 
RANDY 
STRADLEY 


YOU CAN'T PO THIS! WE WERE BLOOD BROTHERS! 
У 


= Ou ہہ ہف‎ YOU CANTLY, 
K z 
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E 


TES 
PREFERABLY VERY, ка 
VERY EXPENSIVE. co 


R 
«ЯЕ- WHEN THEY AT LAST A 
اس‎ AT THEIR PESTINATIO 


TES 
N М š 
Ор 


YOU'LL HAVE TO WAIT, 
МЕ. MUNRO. DUKE 


ЕТЕ 


BUY HIM A TICKET YOU WOULDN'T ВЕС/ЕИЕ THE WAY | 
AND MAKE SYRE FANS CONCOCT EMOTIONAL 
HE USES ٤ FANTASIES. THE POOR 
PATHETIC PUKES! 


Р < 
FRANK 
LEYENDECKER, 
UKE‘S 
MANAGER. 
< 


1 ETT. | йе 
с SS 
LET/5 NOT JUMP THE ہے‎ SO THEN... тим TO KS 
SON, NOW... > МЕЕТ ات‎ #2 
۷٧ 


LISTEN, AFTER 
YOU'RE TH Есрен 


СЕТ THE 
BOOK то 


THE COOK... 
EINSTEINS, 


AIGH-FIBER, 
LOW-FAT, 

BETA-CAROTENE, 

РИ ت2‎ GS 


1 WILL 
RECEIVE 
CONCRETE 

NO 
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po 


1 
! 8 

ENTREZ VOUS; 
MONSIEUR. 


Ч 7 WE САМІТ TALK HERE. 
COME OUT TO THE 
i зз ERRACE. 

سو ژ9ِ9ِ 
LADIES, STAY‏ 2 
HERE... AND DO‏ 

WHAT WOMEN 
РО BEST. 


YOU'RE LOOKING ..- КЕ AN ARMCHAIR STUFFED 
AT A AAAN ON THE WITH DYNAMITE. РЕСК! 
EDGE, МАМ. 1 LEAD 
A GOOD LIFE, A 
PLUSH LIFE, A 
GRACIOUS LIFE... 


BUT 
THERE'S АМ 


LAST YEAR I WAS 
POISONED FOOP! 


1 ANYWAY, I GOT WELL, YOU 
BORDERLINE RIOTS WILL, MAN. 
NO, MAN! I DON'T AT MY CONCERTS, І NEED A 
NEED ANYBODY TO AND І GOTTA TAKE BODYGUARP, 
TELL МЕ I BEEN E RISKS TO GROW AS AND YOU'RE 
POISONED! AN ARTIST. YOU THE GUARD 
SEEN ME DO WITH THE 
YOU KNOW, ٩ "PULL MY STRING"? \ BODY... YOU 
THERE'RE ALL З ARE THE 
KINDS OF POISONS > = ROCK. THE 
THEY ROCK MAN. 
CAN'T 


DETECT! 


THE ROCK-N- 
ROLLER, 
AND WE WERE 
MEANT TO 


BEL, 


I CAN'T DO THIS 
FOREVER. 1 HAVE 
му WRITING 
CAREER... 


I UNDERSTAND 


CREATE! A NEED 
AS URGENT AS 


YOU'RE A WRITER, RIGHT? 
THINK OF THE MATERIAL! 17/5 


AN INTERESTING SCENE, MAN! 
LOTS HAPPENING! 


Y د‎ WISH YOU GOING TO...UH... 1 WOULD'VE 
WEREN'T MISS THIS UGLY LOVED TO HANE 
DOING THIS! MUG --? ا ۓے‎ You AND 

Ву LARRY ALONG, 
^ а AUREE 


, 


м 
BUT DUKE 
р. 22 ___ ду WOULDPN'T 
CONSISTENCY IN 5 GO FOR Іт. A 


SAMPLING IS VITAL 
IN ANY RESEARCH. 
HOW WILL I KNOW. 
YOU'LL DRAW FLUID 


I'LL SEE 
THAT IT’S 
DONE. 


YOU BET. PARANOID, 
EGOTISTICAL, CHARISMATIC... 
IT'LL MAKE A 


THINKS ~ 
SOMEBODY'S 
TRYING TO 


P 


5 
٩ 
۱ 

N 

٧ 


EAT. I'LL GIVE YOU 
THE FORMS. 


THERE. I'LL 
GET YOU THE CASE 
OF SYRINGES, 
TOO. 


DID You 
EXPLAIN--7 


HERE IT 1S. 
THE EATING FORMS AND 
SOME YELLOW LEGAL PADS 
FOR YOUR ARTICLE NOTES 
ARE IN HERE, TOO. 


WELL. MY! 
THAT'S VERY 
THOUGHTFUL! 
THANKS, 
MAUREEN! 


ACTUALLY, 
LARRY PUT 
THEM 1м. 


LiH, PECK, THIS ISN'T 
WE GOT A 
PROBLEM. 


IT’S ALL 
THEY HAD. 


d 人 
(^ 
NCA جو تی‎ тае 


LISTEN, I KNOW YOU 

HEARD THAT. YOU'RE 

THE GUY WITH THE 
SUPER EYES, 


A MOVIE 
STARTS, 
PROJECTED 
ABOVE 
THE 
STAGE... 


A_CURIOUS CHOICE: 
A SCENE FROM 
THE 1972 FILM 
THE COWBOYS, ONE 
OF JOHN WAYNE'S FEW 
ON-SCREEN DEATHS. 


THAT GUY, 
WHOSE GIRL- 
FRIEND 
ALWAYS COM- 
PARES HIM 
CRITICALLY 
TO DUKE? 


THAT GIRL, WHO 
MIGHT SHOOT 
HER IDOL, 
THEN HERSELF, 

IN AN 
IMAGINARY 
SUICIDE PACT? 


SHE EVEN 
LOOKS LIKE 
SQUEAKY 
FROMME... 


THAT FELLOW, 
ENRAGED AT 

A РЫРРАМТ 
ANSWER TO A 
FAN LETTER? 


۸ И. 


ТМ AT THE END OF МУ КОРЕ 
Муу STOM/ACH'S TIED IN а KNOT 
I'M CRAZY TO GET TANGLED UP 
WITH YOU, BABY, 
BUT IT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE 
ALL I'VE GOT 
C'MON, BABY, YOU'RE MY THING... 


THE WARM-UP ACT 
VACATES THE 
STAGE AND A 
SYNTHESIZER 

OVERTURE 
BEGINS IN THE 
DARKNESS. 


CONCRETE ROVES 

THROUGH THE 

GLOOM TO TAKE 
HIS PLACE 
UPSTAGE. 


Ч 


0 


№ 


N SNNN 
№ 


| CONCRETE AZ 


№ 


сис 
ча а 
€ еч 


| EXPRESSIONS 


COULD BE 


LOVE OR RAGE, 


OR SOME 


INEXPRESSIBLE 
ACHE. 


THE NECKS OF 
SMUGGLED 
BOTTLES GLINT 


SUDDENLY, AS 
THE STAGE 
LIGHTS FLASH 
Ом, CONCRETE 
HEARS DUKE 
BEGIN TO SING... 


МІРМІФНТ LOVER, NUT BEFORE YOU 
PULL MY STRING! SUM UNDO ANY- 


THING--- 
ات‎ 


PULL MY 
STRING! 


PULL MY 
STRING! 


AND FIRING 
THEM ON THE 
DOWNBEATS. 


RICE, STEAMED 
VEGETABLES, 


soy SAUCE. FALL IN LINE! 


OPENING / I KNOW IT! 
NUMBER. 


му FOOD; 
PLEASE. 


2 E-—— І 


AAY FOINT. DUKE, 
SLY 


0 
N 
\ 


۱ 
\ Ñ 
Ee 


TO 
| BROTHER... 


М !| 


1 
| 
| 
ГҮШ 
“HAPPY, “ MAYBE. DON'T 
YOU KNOW IT WAS А 
BLANK THAT KILLED THAT 
ACTOR, JON-ERIC - 
۲6+۰۶ 


I НЕАЕР TINA TURNER SEES : YOU SAID THOSE BLANKS 
А CHIROPRACTOR--- WERE HARMLESS! YOU 


TRYIN’ TO Ж/ес ME?! 
FAWCETT! 


COME HERE! 
BUT THEY 
ARE! I 
THINK... 


I DON!T KNOW 


МУ APARTMENT, 
HEARD ME 
SINGING WHILE 

I SHAVED 
IN МУ OWN 
BATHROOM. 


WHY, YOU 
MUST HAVE 
RECORDINGS 

OF MEON 


SPEAKING 
OBJECTIVELY, 
HERE 


RNED 
HIS HAIR? 


YOU STOLE MY SONG, AND 


GONNA Сауу” 


YOU'RE 


HEY, 
PILGRIM, I 
DON'T EVEN 

к w 


FOR FIVE 


you 
BILLION BUCKS! 


YOU'RE PROBABLY 
RIG WE'LL 


HE'LL GET ON 


ЗОМЕВОВУ ELSE'S 


ASE. 


(АА 


PULL INTO THE I TELL YOU, THE WAY YOU HANDLED THAT V / IT'S TIME YOU 
NEXT REST STOP; GUY WAS SIMPLY AESTHETIC, MY FRIEND. ғу TOUGHED UP 
WOULD YA? I NOW, I'VE SEEN YOU ON THE TALK 
GOTTA STRETCH CIRCUIT, AND THIS GENTLE BEN THING 
THIS PUKING YOU'VE BEEN DOING HAS ABOUT 

RUN ITS COURSE- 


I'M NOT TALKIN’ “BOUT а 
HARD CASE, JACKSON 
I'M NOT TALKIN’ ‘BOUT А 
STONE WALL, JACK 
WHAT WE'VE GOT HERE ISA 
GOVERNMENT ISSUE. 


ІМ WRITIN' A SONG ABOUT 
you! How ге YoU 
LIKE 774r? 


WE'LL START SMALL... 
DO AN NRA AD, MAYBE, 
OR GET YOU BUSTED 
FOR DRUNK AND PIS- 
ORDERLY. THEN " 
WE'LL PITCH YOU AS A Z BEFORE 
SIDEKICK TO LONG, YOU'LL ВЕ 
SCHWARZENEGGER, OR ! DOING A REVENGE FLICK 


TO CHUCK NORRIS, IF EVERY NINE MONTHS AND 
WE HAVE To. 


WHAT WE'VE 
GOT HERE ISA GIRDLED 
SOVEENMENT NO 'SOMNIAC. 


GOVERNMENT | 
ISSUE... 


CUSTOM- 
TAILORED 
OFF-OF-THE- 

RA 
FOOL..." 


/ HUMAN 
Е WITH A 
| СОМСЕЕТЕ 
ВАС 
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IT SOUNDED URGENT, 
THOUGH THAT COULD 
MEAN ANYTHING. 

WE'LL TALK LATER, 


THANK YOU, 
AUSTIN. 


NO PROBLEM. 
CONSIDERED МУ I'M 
LITTLE РЕОРО51-/ STILL 

TION YET? THINKING. 

I WANTED 
TO ASK ABOUT YOUR 
NOTION THAT А 
MURDER ATTEMPT ОМ 
DUKE WOULD BE 
GOOD PUBLICITY 
THOUG 


COME IN AND 
SIT, МУ FRIEND. 
I WOULD LIKE 
TO TALK. 
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IKE YOU. YOU'RE 


IL 
NOT A BLOOD, BUT I 


Y 
LIKE YOU, YOU'RE 
ALL RIGHT. 


HOW Do vou 
KNOW I WASN'T 
BLACK? 


کک 
ARE YOU кіргім” мет, X‏ 


TWO WORDS OUTTA YOUR 
MOUTH AND IT'S ALL OVER. 
THEY COULD PAINT YOU 
CHOCOLATE BROWN AND 
YOU'D JUST BE AN OREO, 
мам. BUT THAT'S 
COOL. 


І GOTTA GIVE ‘EM МОКЕ... І 
GOTTA BE MORE. I GOTTA 
RE-INVENT MYSELF EVERY 
DAY. FOLLOW МУ NOTIONS. 
YOU KNOW? OTHERWISE I'O 
BE JUST ANOTHER HIGH- 
SCHOOL DROPOUT WITHA 
GARAGE BAND. I WAS, YOU 
KNOW. 


IT BUGS ME THAT YOU THINK] | YOU'RE RIGHT, OF 
тм CRAZY, THOUGH. COURSE. I AM CRAZY, 
AT LEAST A LITTLE. BUT 
YOU HAVE TO ВЕ А 
LITTLE CRAZY IN THIS 
BUSINESS. IT’S PART 
OF THE JOE. 


WOULDN'T. 
YOU'VE GOT 
TACT. 
YOU'VE GOT 
DIPLOMACY. 
THEY 
SHOULD 
SEND YOU 
TO SOUTH 
AFRICA. 


МУ PEOPLE 

AREN'T PAYIN’ 
IT'S BEEN TO SEE ‘JOURNE 
SUGGESTED. UP THERE. 


GHT? YOU HAVETA M 
ANP YOU NEED A 
LITTLE CRAZY, A LITTLE 
ЕР TO PULL IT OFF. 


IT'S ALL IMAGES. THAT'S WHAT I 
THE DUKE KNEW WANNA ве. I'M GONNA HELP МЕ. I WILL STICK WITH 
THAT... НЕ насе NOT WHAT т wAS нае TO SHED MY ME. HE'S 
THE IMAGE. HE AND I WON'T BE FAAAILY, SHED MY [\ HELPING ME... 
WAS THE WHAT 1 АМ. FRIENDS, EVERY- HE AIN'T 
AMERICAN EVOLUTION. RIGHT? GOD», TO CHANGE. SCARED OF 


I'LL GROW INTO I HAD TO. NOTHIN ے‎ 
IT. EVOLVE. 


HERO. 


JOHN WAYNE 
ARmED Forces Commemorative 
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THEY SHOT THAT сома сл ОАЕ 
PIC OUT IN THE DESERT. IT WAS 
DOWNWIND OF THE ATOMIC BOMB 
TEST SITES. YOU KNOW ٧ 
маму PEOPLE ON THAT MOVIE 
GOT CANCER? I FORGET, BUT 
IT WAS WAY TOO MANY FOR 
ITTO BE A COINCIDENCE. 


GOD, I COULD 
NEVER STAND IT. 
WHEN І Go, І 
WANNA GO QUICK. 
HOW_COULD HE EVER 

FACE IT— CANCER 
EATIN' AWAY АТ 

HIS GUTS? 


MARTIN. 


HE DIED ON THE YOU KNOW HOW HE DIED? 


YOU KNOW WHAT IT 
A TOOK то KILL HIM? 
BACK. BRUCE DERN 2 TOOK AN атом BOME, 
SHOT HIM, BUT IT PILGRIM. TOOK A 
DIDN'T TAKE. > y NORE ла KILL THE 
KE. 


BUT IT 
TOOK YEARS. 
HE TOUGHED IT 
OUT. THEY EVEN 
SAID не 
LICKED IT FOR 


WHEN I GO, LET IT BEA L..-SSOBl=... WANNA | 
BULLET —A CAR CRASH — TELL YOU SOMETHIN’ 
ANYTHING! JUST ۸ه‎ 


«У 1 ^W 
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THERE IT !S, ON 
THE RIGHT, SIR. 


GO AHEAD AND ORDER, FRED. 
MY BIG BUDDY JUST WANTS A COKE. 


7 үс = Y 
EC XE дайран T EAE 
/ 2 мА FOR YOU, PUKE... HIM. бай 


— T 


7 Г] 


CAN'T PLACE ІТ. 
РИКЕ'5 PARANO 
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Y 


17/5 A PUBLICY I DON'T CARE. 
BATHROOM, / YOU DON'T KNOW 
WHO'S IN THERE. 
COULD ВЕ A 
PSYCHO. 


` 


RA you MIGHTA 

BEEN A JEWEL. 
BUT I'M а DIAMOND-BACK... 
HADTA SHED THE DIAMONDS 
TO FASTEN UP THE TRACK! 


ге, OIL IS 
FAT, АМР FAT 
IS ест? 


55 YOU WANT TO 
А DOCUMENTARY ON 
ы-БОУ LOVE ASSOCIA- 
том, GET ON OUT! 


YOU SHOOTIN’ 
UP, MAN? І 
THOUGHT You 
наг MORE 
SENSE THAN 
THAT. 


TOO LATE. 
HE'S IN THE 
THE CAR. GET 
A SHOT OF 
CONCRETE. 


DUKE! 
LOOK OVER 


BuT I'VE GOT 


IT'S NOTA 
BAD WAY TO 
PUT AWAY 
MONEY FOR 
LAW SCHOOL. 


чо 


LANI 


THINK OF THE 

NEXT WOMAN 

YOU MAKE LOVE 

TO WITH 

DECALCIFIED 
VERTABRAE! 
IT'LL HAPPEN 
EVENTUALLY! 


WHAT WE GOT 
HERE ISA 
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THE PERFECT 
NAME, DUKE... 
۷ ج‎ ج٤ص‎ 2٠۴ ۸۶۶/ص‎ 
WHAT ре YOU 
THINK? 


AFFECTED 
YOUR BRAIN, 
DECK! HUNGRY 
MOUTHS, ог 一 
SORE BUTTS. 
قش لے ریت‎ 


BACKACHES! 


LET'S GET YOU 


SAME THREAT— A .22. 
TWO TO YOUR 


RIFLE! LISTEN, WHY 
DON'T WE ANNOUNCE 
IT, DECK? HAVE PEOPLE 
LOOK АТ EACH OTHER? 
WE MIGHT FERRET 
HIM OUT! 


YEAH, AND CAUSE 
A HUNDRED FIGHTS— 
AND FIVE HUNDRED 
LAWSUITS! NO, LAST 


LET US JUST 
GET THROUGH 


WANT TO BE 
A PUBLIC 
PERFORMER? 


з 
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ЇЕ YOU'RE HIS PEOPLE, 

YOU'RE COOL WITH ME! 

GONNA DO MY CON- 

СКЕТЕ SONG TONIGHT, 
YOU KNOW. 


RIFLE CALL. 
SAME GUY, WE 
THINK. KEEP 
YOUR EYES 
PEELED. 


CRANKS 


FORGIVE МЕ FOR WHAT І NOW РО... 
сэ 


UMMONS... вит 
OUSLY ISN'T 
AL FORM. MY GOP, 
PELLS “DUKE” 
р-о-о-к! 


TRY IT AND 
опас FACE 

ASSAULT 
CHARGES FOR 

CHICAGO. 
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KEEP THOSE HANDS 
OUT OF POUR COAL 


HE HAS SOMETHING IN 
HIS COAT HE WAS 

FIDDLING WITH-.- I 
THINK A GUN. 


IT'S OUR 


RITER 


мг. 


НА 


SON 


FRIE 


AS BEFORE, 
s 


BARREL... OR 
SEEMS TO. 


AN 
CEPTUAL SIGNIFICANCE — 
75 


Ім NOT TALKIN’ ‘BOUT 
А STONE WALL, ЈАСК... 


HARD CASE, 
JACKSON... 
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DURING THE INSTRUMENTAL 


THE BRIDGE 15 PLAYED 
OUT AND DUKE TAKES UP CONCRETE LEAPS UPON DUKE, 
THE MIKE AGAIN ТО THROWING HIM TO THE STAGE. 


FINISH THE SONG. 


AFTER THE HAMMERING, 
IT SEEMS TO THE AUDIENCE 
A RATHER HOSTILE ACT. 


TO ALL BUT 
ONE. 


ЖТ 
зе 
[ 4 


THIS 15 РУКЕ TALKING---COU 
WE HAVE THE АСЕ LIGHTS DOWN? 
---NO..-ALL THE WAY.. 


NOW, EMON ¿ PEOPLE... 


YEA! ےم‎ ‘EM OFE! PULE EM OFE! 
GET OFFA HIM---H 


HE’. 
GOTTA Бэлх SOMEBODY. الو سي‎ THE WAY FOR МУ 8/6 Вега»... 


HE RA 


LISTEN! THE BIG DUDES 

ON A MISSION FOR МЕ. 2 

DUKE! OFFA THE GUY! 

SOMEBODY ZZ THOSE 
GUYS OFF مر‎ 


WHY DON'T WE.--WHY DON'T 
WE PLAY SOMETHIN SORTA 
МЕКОМ. .-> 


HE MUST'VE 
WALKED TO 
AVOID 


DRAWING 
ATTENTION. 


Л 
۱ ا۱د‎ () ШІ ТТ) 


THE NEXT CURVE... 


MADE IT! 
HELL MAVE 
ле rog NOW...) «f 


~ 
UNIVE 
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WAIT, NOW... 


WE'VE BEEN PARTNERS 
I SAW YOL BEING 


EVER SINCE HIGH 


SCHOOL. WE MINGLED 
[| Bloor. LOST OUR 


FROG-MARCHED 
OUT OF DUKE'S 


VIRGINITY THE SAME 


NIGHT, SAME GIRL. 
WROTE SONGS 


TOGETHER — DUKE'S 


EARLY HITS. I WAS 
HIS MANAGER; HE 
NEEDED ME. 


HE KNEW HE ina A LITTLE 


DED A COOL HEAD 
IM OUT. 


r was IT ےر‎ 77 


NUTS, KNEW НЕ N 
TO BALANCE H 


CAN YOU SUBSTANTIATE 
ANY OF THIS? 


1 GOT 


PHOTOS OF US 
THROUGH THE 


YEARS. 


SONG LYRIC 
MANUSCRIPTS, 
THOUGH THEY 


ERE 
COPYRIGHTED 


BY DUKE | 


YOU'D HAVE TO BE PRETTY 
DOPEY_TO LET DUKE SHAFT 
YOU AS BADLY AS YOU SAY... 
вит JUDGING FROM_THE 
PROFESSIONALISM OF THIS 
ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT, І 
CAN JUST BARELY BELIEVE IT. 


HAVE YOU ANY IDEA OF 
THE POOR ACCURACY OF 
A PISTOL? YOU'D HAVE 
BEEN LUCKY TO HIT 
WITHIN A COUPLE OF 
vam ges OF DUKE. 


WHO ARE YOU, AND 
WHY DO YOU WANT 
TO KILL DUKE? 


му NAME 15 
MARION... MORRISON. 
I'M DUKE'S BLOOD 
BROTHER AND FORMER 
MANAGER, AMONG 

OTHER THINGS. 


ANP I WANTED 
TO KILL HIM BECAUSE 
HE 7ج256‎ 


THEN SUCCESS CAME 
ALL THAT. EVERYBOD 
WAS HIS FRIEND. HE 
DECIDED HE DIDN'T 
NEED A MANAGER 
WHO TOOK FIFTY 
PERCENT WHEN 

HE COULD GET 

ONE FOR TEN. 


HE DROPPED 


мо 
CONTRACT? 


WHO NEEDS А 
CONTRACT WHEN 
YOU'VE PLEDGED 

YOUR LOYALTY WHILE 
HOLDING YOUR 
HANDS TOGETHER 
OVER А 
CANDLE FLAME? 


YEAH. WASN'T SURE 1 
WAS GONNA USE IT, MARION... 
AND I DIDN'T WANT N MY 
TO HURT ANYBODY 
BY ACCIDENT. 
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cAN BELIEVE 
ALL THIS. 
CONVINCE 
ме. 


MARCUS GARVEY 
RG. 


WITH? TAKE 
DOWN THIS 
PHONE 
NUMBER... 


اھ 


1 HOWDY! HOW'S | GREAT, THANKS 
TO YOU! I'VE 


БА 


ван 


EM 


1 


І САМ М GLAD TO 
GUESS, вит! HEAR IT 
тр WORKED 
OUT FOR 

you- 


AND THE PHOTOS. 
I'M NOT 


веер. 1 WANT 
“| TO SEND THIS ARTICLE 
OUT SOON AND GET 
IT INTO PRINT. 
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THE SUDDEN 
TROPICAL 
SUNSET IS 
ONLY MINUTES 
AWAY. 


SO WE'RE 
HAVING DINNER 

ITH THIS OLD 
E OF 


1 SWIM 
WITH THE 
MANTAS? 


яг” THEY 2 
KNOW LARRY سح‎ а 


(АУ 
x COMING? 


YES, І 
RADIOED. fe 


C'MON, RON! 
YOU'RE 


YOUR 
FAINTING 
COLLEC- 


SOME OF 
USA 


I'D ВЕ 
EMBARRASSED 
TO BE CAUGHT 


= ASTRA SAID THEY 
کک‎ FORGOT TO PUT ON 
EXTRA SUNSCREEN 
WHEN ТНЕУ 
TOOK OFF THEIR 
SUITS. 


Ж” = Е | 
; Vf مس‎ 
7 THEY HURT IN 
THE MOST 
Ч TENDER PLACES! 


WE'VE BEEN 
ESTRANGED 
FOR 
YEARS. 


É 


АНОТНЕА 
HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE 
THAT WILL 


WELL, LONG 
STORY SHORT-- 
S WAS WITH 
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WHAT DID LARS THINK OF 
HIS WIFE DOING THIS 
HUSH-HUSH WORK? 


=a Ро 


RI “м Й سی‎ Е а + 
WE'D DIVORCED | 
BY THEN, EMMA. 


I NOTICE YOU'VE EATEN 
THE SALT SHAKER- 


u 
KN OWT CAN 


ЁООР!5 | 
GREAT! 


YOU'RE COMELA 6 


WE DIDN'T SERV 
ROCKS /? 


AFTER А 
QUIET 

DESSERT... 
5 


О...І 
JUST SWIM 
AROUND 
WITH 


^h. 
ІШ 


ў 


Ё 
7 
0 


М all UU) 
Р 


OKAY! М 
POSITIVE (1 7 
BUOYANCY! с 
е 
| : 227 е 
THIS = 
PLANKTON! : 
= © 
e 
е 


АСЕ! 
А WHOLE РАММ 
GALAXY OF 
OU TRANSLUCENT 
PROTEIN! p 
سپ‎ 


EY 


I'M IN A DIFFERENT 
ORLD NOW-- A 
VISITING ALIEN- 


1 - 
THEY'RE SO 
SHARKLIKE! 


е 2 
22202 4 
>. 
EL ELL 
£ 


0 
aO 
аа. 


CONCRETE [X 
FLAILS 


1 . ж 
WILDLY. “< 


тат A 


HIS воску М 
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BUT THOSE-- 
"CEPHALIC FINS” 
SURE LOOK 
LIKE НОВМ5. 


ҮҮНАТ 
GRACE! THE 
OPPOSITE 

OF ME! 


DURING THE 
TRANS- 
ATLANTIC 
SWIM. 


ІМ GETTING 
NERVOUS. 


ҮҮНАТ-- 
WHAT'S THAT 
EMERGING?! 


FIFTY MINUTES 
FTER DESCENT... 0 


DIATOMS AND 
SHRIMP. 


THAT'S NOT THE POINT. 
HE MIGHT SEE IT, 
FOLLOW IT МЕ. 


ATTACH A 
LIGHT TO YOU 
ANCHOR LINE! 
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---ONE CARRYING А 
MAN SEEMINGLY 
D OF 


A PLANK- 
TON EATER, 
DISCOYERED 


UNTIL THE 
SEVENTIES. 


BUT I WON'T BE IN SUCH A RUSH 
TO ASSUME THAT WHICH IS 
STRANGE 15 Ам ЕМЕМУ-.- 


SHALL 

WE LOOK AT 

THE VIDEO, 
EMMA? 
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DOWN THEY COME 
FROM A BLAZING 
UPPER REALM OF 
LIGHT, HALOED 
WITH BACKLIT HAIR 
AND AIR BUBBLES... 


[T was МУ 
FIFTEENTH 
SUMMER. 


A 


ORANGE >... 


THEY WERE TOUGH 
UROUS--- 1 LIKED 
THEIR FRIEND 
OTT 


MCCORMICK 
IMMEDIATELY. 
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192 


TRY NOT 
UPPER 
ACES, 


THE 
SURF. 


5 
= 
5 
z 
° 
а 
н 


DOWN ТНАТ 
WELL, AND 
FIVE MINUTES, Ё 
WE'RE 


—— n 
\ АТ THE BOTTOM 


КИШ Uo 

` \ 
THE HUNDRED FEET S м 00۸ Wet ЫШ 
| ОВ 50: (8 0 


YSTERIOU 
! м STARS. 


- | ГТ 
де! PA 


/ Ци 


/ 


f 


THAT'S 
77А NOT FOR АВ 
А AE. 


BEGAN TO 
NXIOUS. 


HC 
а 


p 
194 


| 


УВЕ RYAN AND 
NNIS WERE 
HIMSELF. 


< 
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х 
га 
tc 
O 
Чу 
< 
z 


I TOLD HIM I 


E'D PAUSE, 
EPLY. 
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ш 
2 
о 
E 
< 
E 
x 
= 
u. 
ш 
- 
5 
ш 
= 
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с 
۵ 
Za 
< 
ко 

5 
29 
5 
«n 
ګر‎ 
25 

0 
527 
99 
(5 
“о 
до 
20 
254 
au 
5; 
o5 


S TIME 
NIA. 


FINALLY IT WA 
TO LEAVE VIRGI 


NOTHING MORE. 


BUT DAYS OF 
SEARCHING 
AFTER THAT 
TURNED UP 


KS 


MAYBE WE'D 
WRITE 060 
TOGETHER. 


A LETTER MONTHS 
LATER SAID HIS 
BODY HADN'T 
BEEN FOUND- 


ALL I'VE SEEN; 


| “ALL I'VE DO 
OR WILL PO aE? 


DNI. TS Mi a, В Ше А | sin ЈЕ ҮСТЕЛГЕ 
D = : ў? Е ш гі 0 0 mw 
c ulti. |: TN ei И | 


1 
3 ТШ ТШ 
ШЖ КҮ 


THE END 
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I WAS LIVING IN LOS 
ANGELES, JUST 
GRADUATED FROM ART E 
CENTER COLLEGE OF 


DESIGN. 


I WORKED A MONTH ON А T = 
MOVIE, STORYBOARDING ЭГ 
| ANODOING ART DEPT. ЮМ ۷ 
GRUNT WORK. 


THEN І НІТСННІКЕО TO 
1 PHILADELPHIA TO 
m VISIT МУ SISTER. 


МІ N š 4 
ция 25. 2 


IGOT A TASTE OF WHAT 
IT WAS LIKE TO BE A... 


OMNIVEROUS READER. 
HE CHALLENGEO 
HIMSELF. 


MY INSPIRATION WAS ONE 
OF THE THOUSAND 
BOOKS BELONGING TO b. 
MY ROOMMATE, 
RON HARRIS. RON DREW THE DALLAS Е 


ANO STAR TREK 
NEWSPAPER STRIPS... 


HE PUSHED THROUGH 


/ 
ще 


«AS WELL AS THE GREAT # 
RETRO-AVIATION STRIP, У; 
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اد 


IT WAS A GUIDE TO 
HITCHIKING. 
BURIN STRESSED THE 


VIRTUES OF WINESKINS 


IWAS SOMEONE 
WITH MANY FEARS. IT 
SURPRISES ME NOW THAT 
I TOOK TO THIS IDEA. 


ZA 


BUT MOSTLY, IT WA 
Ч INSPIRING. IT MADE THE 
‘| CASE FOR THE ROMANCE 
OF THE OPEN ROAD, FOR 
LEAVING THINGS TO 


m تي‎ 


ож RON LEFT МЕ ОРЕ AT THE 
[=l ОМБАМР TO FREEWAY 10. |4 


НЯ = سے‎ 
Twa اوح‎ A [BE Y 
CALIFORNIA АМО ENDED ۵١ Ч | 
б IN NEW MEXICO. а S ~ «( 
ds (| N A | \ 
pm 1 | 
а з ZE اہ‎ UNS М ] 54444) / 
ӨМЧ Ron's COOL вит ENDLESSLY شا‎ У pl. М ے۹‎ 
IWORE A MOLDED “- МУ ONLY WEAPON [= | Pn ART CENTER 
PLASTIC PITH HELMET. Y WAS A ONE-EDGED TRUCTOR, THE 
RAZOR BLADE. CHARISMATIC BARRON 
IT WAS GOOFY, BUT | STOREY, USED THOSE | 


З THOUGHT IT MIGHT HELP 
GET RIDES. 


SQUEEGEE AWAY THE 
EXCESS MEDIUM... 


ONE THING | EXCELLED 
AT DURING COLLEGE WAS 
CHARCOAL DRAWING. 


TROUBLE IS, THIS GUY 
ER | INSISTED ОМА 
٦ 3/4 VIEW. 


m ГМ 


ss 


BuT EVENTUALLY HE 
EXITEO NEAR HIS 
COLLEGE ANO SAID... 


THANKS FOR 
THE SKETCH. 


NOW I'VE GOT 
SOMETHING FOR 


PARANOID. 


HAND TOOLED 3 
LEATHER! 


| REALLY THOUGHT WE 
MIGHT CRASH. BUT HE 
WAS ONE STUBBORN, 
ANGRY GUY. 
ITO BE SO IRONIC, RIGHT 
AFTER GRADUATING, THE 
M FIRST STEP ON THE ROAD 


RON BEING CALLED, 
HAVING TO INFORM МУ 
PARENTS. 


МУ МІМО IS 
DRAWN TO DARK 
POSSIBILITIES. 


SEVERAL RIDES 


YOU CAN PUMP IRON FOR 
Š ALMOST DIDIT. HOURS ON ANGEL DUST 
BIS WITHOUT FATIGUE. 
THE BROTHERHOOD Ress === ` 
ОЕ ARTISTS. SS — 
. САЎ 
d N ` S № EN 
о ` & - 
" 
: YOU WAKE UP THE NEXT : 
71 DAVID CASSIDY'S LIKE МУ 
\ IHOPED ТО GET OUT OF DAY IN TOTAL AGONY. BEST مسا‎ 
CALIFORNIA THAT NIGHT. 


IHAVE A 
HOT TUB... 


INSTEAD, | SLEPT IN THE 
OUST IN MY TUBE TENT 
AFTER STRIKING OUT 
WITH EVERY DRIVER IN A 
TRUCK STOP. 


я 


. 22 7 
ЭРЭН 
ree. 
| ЗА : 


^ 
一 


MUSTVE BEEN THE || 
LONELIEST MAN IN 


ЖЭ BLYTHE, CALIFORNIA. M 


фла / 


ГО BE HAPPY TO РИТ 
YOU UP, REALLY. 


THANKS, BUT І GOTTA 
KEEP GOING. 


I МАУ HAVE BEEN A 
22-YEAR-OLO VIRGIN, 
BUT | COULD SEE WHERE 
THIS WAS GOING. 


ч 


WAS FASSED BY ALOT 
THE NEXT MORNING. 


a 


ж x Ка 
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сл Е: 


FINALLY... Р 


HI! WHERE УА HEADED?‏ ہے جح ہے 


IT SURE WAS. 
THAT'S A JOHN DROVE LIKE А 

COMPLICATED MANIAC, BUT HE GOT 
QUESTION: OUT HIS STORY . 


HIS WEEK HAD BEEN 
AWFUL, HIS LIFE A 
BEDO OF SHIT. 


HE'D HAD A FEW DRINKS 
LAST NIGHT, AND JUST 
DECIDED TO DRIVE 
AWAY FROM ІТ. 


„А SUPPOSE IT'S А MILO WE DROVE THROUGH 
FORM OF SUICIDE. ~ WHAT BILL STOuT ONCE 
REMINDED МЕ HAD BEEN 
THE FLOOR OF AN 


OCEAN. 
DANGER 


LIQUID NITROGEN 2 2 
тн Е 


— پو‎ а 


„НЕ SAID, AS WE NEARLY pd 
RAMMED INTO THE 
TANKER TRUCK 
AHEAD OF US. 


ANO | LEARNED WHAT 
HAD LED JOHN TO 
CHOOSE SUCH A 
METAPHORICAL 
DROWNING. 


Emm 
LIT HIS BIG PROBLEM ЮМ 

١ зэв b ad Ж , r | WAS HIS GIRLFRIEND, WHO БҰРА 

: سے 

| и“ al бао 


А РЕД HEWAS JUST SO TORN 
SD | 
= 


а. کې‎ > j 4 М ИР OVER HER. 
' 5 “р =] N نے‎ =< y 
эм > À ЇЇ O m 7 


THEN, LAST WEEK, HE SETTLED DOWN 
HE WENT TO НЕК 1 | TO WAIT IN HER 
LIVING ROOM. 


2 я! 2 
> VIGILANT NEIGHBOR. 


HAD SHE STOOD HIM UP? 
| DON'T RECALL. BUT HE 
USED A CREDIT CARD ТО 
OPEN THE LATCH. 


WHUCKA- WHUCKA- WHUCKA 28 
кю А ہے‎ 


20 MOVIES YOUVE $ 
тноютиє $ Г а ООЕ5 ALL 
! 4 хул у ` THOSE POLICE 
т CHOPPERS WIT! 
you ARE 2 SEARCHLIGHTS mos 
£ 3-2 SURROUNDED! 129 ‚ 72 
ہا‎ Е (4 1 ` 


~ 
| TURNED our ASERIAL MEM 
RAPIST HAD HIT THAT И 


内 


ШІ ЦІ ШІ 
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— 

IT WAS 5ОМЕ ПМЕ 
BEFORE JOHN 
CONVINCEO ТНЕМ НЕ 

М/А5 МОТ THE GuY. 


NC --- = 


*Моге likely, tepid and cold 


INSTEAD ОР APORTRAIT, 
HE ASKED ME TO DRAW 
AS HIS HAND — SHE LIKED HIS 
(аб | SLENDER HANDS — ON 
7 THE GIRL'5 BARE THIGH. 


gl FOR HER! 
کین‎ 


لک 


МЕ BET ІТ CREEPED 
HER OUT WHEN НЕ 
GAVE IT TO HER. 


WE MADE LOVE AFTER FASTING 
THREE DAYS. YOU'RE INCREDIBLY 
SENSITIVE BY THEN... 


ке 
MOKE N 
< 4 Й 
GIRLS, YOU WOULON'T | ас : 
BELIEVE THE IDIOTS WE 
MAKE OF OURSELVES 
OVER YOu! 


UNTIL, FINALLY, HE 
HEADED BACK TO FACE 
THE MUSIC. 


IT WASN'T ANYTHING I HAD 
SAID, ГМ CERTAIN. 


| THINK HIS DECISION TO 
PICK UP A HITCHHIKER WAS 
PART OF HIM DECIDING 
TO LIVE. 


ул тг эж 


c > // 


IT JUST TOOK AWHILE TO 
ACCEPT THE IDEA. ! 


I KNOW HIM! мв.“! 
HE'SABUYER АТ 
ROBINSON'S!! 


**Don't remember and wouldn't say anyway. 
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HIS DAD WORKS FOR A 
DEPARTMENT STORE?! 


WHAT'S HIS LAST 


THE FINAL STRAW WAS 
WHEN HIS GIRLFIREND, 
AND A GAY FRIEND WHOM 
HE REALLY LOOKED UP 
TO, STOOD HIM UP THE [54 
NIGHT BEFORE. 


A Үд 


j v ٧ 


THAT WAS WHEN HE HIT 
THE BAR -- АМО THEN HIT 
THE ROAD. 


WE STAYED TOGETHER 
THROUGH МАМУ MILES 
AND SEVERAL STATES. 


MY FATHER I5 AN EXTREMELY 
REFINED МАМ. HE WORKS FOR A 
DEPARTMENT STORE- HIS 
GROOMING IS IMPECCABLE, 


ROOM AND GAS ON МУ CREDIT. 
CARD. SO MUCHFOR THE CHEAP 
VAGABOND LIFE! 


«ACCEPT YOURSELF... 
WITH ALL THE CHINKS IN 
YOUR ARMOR ANO JUST 

GO ON ANYWAY. 


THE CAPPER CAME WHEN, 
BACK IN L.A., І ТОГО DAVE* 
ANO BARB MATTINGLY MY 
TALE. 


NAME AGAIN? 


*My first Art Center roommate 
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P art man, рагі... rock? Over seven feet tall and weighing over а thou- 


sand pounds, he is known as Concrete but is in reality the mind of 


one Ronald Lithgow, trapped inside a shell of stone, a body that allows him 
to walk unaided on the ocean's floor or survive the crush of a thousand tons 
of rubble in a collapsed mineshaft . . . but prevents him from feeling the touch of 


a human hand. 


These stories of Concrete are as rich and satisfying as any in graphic 
fiction: funny, heartbreaking, and singularly human. Depths, the first in 
a series of new collections reprinting the classic early Concrete stories along 
with never-before-collected short stories, includes the Eisner-nominated 
“Orange Glow” and “Vagabond,” Paul Chadwick’s autobiographical 
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